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es! .SOMNy ETON FAME 


_ BY WILLIAM ASHEURNHAMN. 


Say what is Fame? a brilliant empty fhade, 
_ Like-vapours painted by the breath of morn, 
' ae W hich chillt Le mountain’s brew. (in clouds array’d) 
5 ie % And ftarve the head their giitt’ring robes adorn. 


m Ah? what avails the lowly moving héarfe, 
i : The thrine that eulegy is wont to raife ; 
a The (plemdid tomb deck’d with funeral verfe, 
a» ©. Pivehent of millions or the peal of praife? . 


.. ~~ © whatis Fame? eoroll’d in glory’s page, 

| © . - Purfwd with vigour, and with ardeur fonght.~ 
 For*Whictinev’ry clime, and ev’ry age, 
i 4 ee The poet labour’d, and the hero fought.— 

.. *TYis oft a bubble, that through zxther flies, | 

Qe T bat {ports awhile, evaporates, and dies, 
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Swirt fleet the billowy clouds along the fky, 
Earth feems to thudder at the ftorm aghatt ; 
- . 5 - While only beings as forlorn as {, 
es Court the chill horrors of the howling blaft, 
Fven round yon crunibimag walls,de {earch of food, 
The rav’nous ow! foregocs his evening flight ; 
And in his cave within the deepefi wood, 





The fox eludes the tempeti of the night :— 
? But, to my heart, congenial is the gloom 


+ Which hides n¢fre.n a world f withto thus— 


se : } That fcene, where pain faps ue mould’ ritg tamv, 
i Suits with the fadhefs of a wretch nudone ; 


Nor isthe darkelt thade, the keeneft air, 
Black as my fate, or keen as iny defpair. 





Soa RA hs bebe 
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Tare CAVE OF SLEEP. 
. From Ovid's Metamorpbofes. 


Eft prope Cimmerios longo /pelunca receffi, 
Mons cavus, ignavi domu: et penetralia Sammi ; 


ope nunquam radiis oriens, mediufve, caden{ve | te 

Phebus adire pote/t, Nebulae calizgine miftae BN 

Exhalaitur humo: dubiaejue crepufitda lueis, exc. ee. W 

LiB. Xi, |. soy & py 

DRYDEN's TRANSLATION. : 

‘ . 0 

Near the Cimmerians, in his dark abode, in 

Deep in acavern dwells the oe) Fee : | aN 
W hofe gloomy manfion, nor the rifing fun, 


Nor fetting vifits, nor the lightfume moon ; 

But lazy vapours round the region fly, 

Perpetual twilight, and a doubrful fky. 

No crowing cock does there his wings difplay, 

Nor with his horny bill provoke the day: 

No watchful dogs, ner the more wakeful geefe, 

Difurb with nightly soife the facred peace. 

No beaft of nature, nor the tame are nigh, 

Nor trees with tempelfts rock’d, nor humancry, 
_ But fafe repofe, without an air of breath 

Dwells here, and adumb cuiet next to death. 

An arm of Lethe with a gentile flow, 

Arifing upward from the rock below, 

The palace moats, and o’er the pebbles creeps, 
“pAnd with foft murmurs ca'ls the coming fleeps. 
’ Around itsentry nodding poppies grow, 
And al! cool fimples that fweet reft beftow. 
Night from the plants their feepy virtue drains, 
And pafling, sheds it on the {lent plains : 
No door there was the unguarded houfe to keep, 
Or creaking hinges turn’d to break his fleep. 
Butin the gioomy court was rais’d a bed. 
Stuff’d with black plumes, and en an ebon fted, 
Black was the cov’ring too where lay the pod,’ 
And flept fepine. his limbs difplay’d abread: 
: Abont his head fantaftick vilions fly, 

~ Which Various images of things fuppply, 
And mockt their forms, the leaves on trees not more, 
Nor bearded ears in fields, nor fands upon the fhore. Be 
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TRANSLATION OF THE SAME. 


By a Corre/pondent. 





| Near drear Cimmerian wilds, enchamber’d Jeep 
| Jarock-roof’d cavern, dwells the god of fleep ; 
; Nor rifing, noontide, nor defcending fun 
S¢.  & With radiant light illumes his murky throne ; 
59% @ From recking earth dark exhalations rife, 
And fou.bre twilight fails along the fkies.— 
—Nocoral-crefted cocks, their wings difplay, ‘ 
Or hail with clarion-voice returning day ; . * 
No watchful dogs with accents loud and rude | 
® Oy the deep fitence of the realm iutrade ; 
Nor geefe more watebful, that delighttofweep ° 
With oary feet the bofom of the deep. 
No wild beaft prowls, or reams with foot-fteps fleet, 
No herds in flowery paftures, low, or bleat ; 
No waving foitage rulties to the wind, 
hor focial voice is heard of human kind ! 
Dumb quiet (preads her reiga, and not a found 
Floats in the air, or fwims along the ground ; 
Save that from viewlefs depths, and rocky caves, 
Oblivious Lethe pours his darken’d waves, 
With finucus line the inchanted waite divides, 
And callsfoft flumbers as he murmuring glides. — 
Proliic poppies near the entry nod, 
Unnumber’d herbs furround the dark abode ; 
From milky juices circling through their veins, 
Night culls her fpelis, and fheds them o’er the plains, 
No porter guards the dome; with hollow roar 
Oa iron hinges jars no ponderous door. 
Pull in the midtt in cleomy ftate difplay’d, 
On fable pillars, refts a fable bed ; 
With fuble plumes its filken fides diftend, 
And o'er it’s bofom fable cov’rings bend : 
There lics the god with languor-loofen’d limb; 
And airy vifions round his temples fwim, 
Buoy their thin bodies, wave their painted wings, 
And mock, as fancy moves, the forms of things ;— 
Thick as the playful leaves that {pring expands, 
As Autumn's golden grains, or ocean’s filvery ands. 
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fil ; aud confequently on the vital frame, and on all anim 
functions; fuch as nmufcular motion, refpiration, digeftion, ang 
the various fecretions, But, refpiration is the powerful a& ty 
which mat imbibes the greateft quantity of this fluid : for it fy 
beeu calculated, that the motion of refpiration is repeated 28,894 
tiinesevery day, aad that the luvgsreceive int that {pace of time 
one milliow, ome hundred and fifty-two thoufand cubic inches 
air. Bertholet, moreover, proves the influence of the eledrici 
fluid’ upon vegetables, by their analogy with animals, by th 
nature of the fluid itfelf, whicli muft pervade them ; by the dif 
tinétive characters of the eleétrical phenomena, fuch as light. 
ning, thunder, rains, northern lights, water-fpouts, &c. by the 
influence even-of fhow, hail, and mifts on the vegetable King. 
doms; by the quantity of water which the atmofphere receives | 
frorn feas, rivers, lands, animals, and plants; and by the mature‘ 
of that-water, which, as it is an-excelfent conductor, falls from | 


the clouds, impregnated with eledtric fluid, and difcharges it | 


upon the earth. Tlie force of vegetation, fays he, is principally 


owing to the eleGtrieal fluid, with which tlis ram-water is im § 


pregnated, and net to thofe wrial nitrous vapours, which have 
hitherto been confidered by many, asits prineipal caufe. Thole 


years, in which thunder forms have announced the greatel § 
sneafure and adtivity of the eleftrical fluid, have been mof | 
diftinguifhed by the ipeedy maturity, and by the abundance ot 


fruits and vegetables. And this may be readily proved, by ce. 
priving water of the eleGirical fluid, which it has imbibed in the 
atmolphere, when it will be found to be deprived of the greatelh 
part of its nutritive power, and of its influence upon plants. 





ANECDOT E 


I RERE was commosly a company of the king’s body 
guatds at Amiens. One of them laid a wager that he wotld 
iwallow'a half-crown, and did fo ; but he fell ferioufly ill. The 
faculty could not fueceed in makinz him bring forth the piece, and 
fomebody nientioned the matter tothe bifhop of Amiens. They 
to not kaow fays he, the means to cure him, but I’could tell 
them an ev@ellent one ; let them fend the foldicr to Abbe Terrh 
(then mivifleroffinances) he knows bow to get money out from 
every where. : 
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THE NIGHT MARE 


FROM DARWIN'S BOTANIC GARDEN. 


So on his vight-mare through the evening fog . ; 

Fiits the fquab fiend o’er fen, and lake, and bog; | 
Seeks fome iov’d- wilder’d maid with fleep opprefs'd, . 

Alights, and grinding fits upon her breaft. 

Such as of fate amid the murky fky 

Wasmark’d by FusELt’s poetic eye; _ 

Whofe daring tints, with Su Ak EsPEAR’s happieit gracey. 
Gave to the ‘airy phantom form and piace. 

Back o’er her pillow finks her blofhing head, . 

Her fnow- white limbs hang helplefs from the bed; 
While with quick jigh, and fuffocative breath, 

Her interrupted heart-pulfe fwims in ceath. __ 
Then fhrieks of captur’d towns, anc widows’ tears, 
Pale lovers ffretch’d upon their blood ftain’d biers ; = 
The headlong precipice that thwarts her fight, ee 
The tracklefs defart, the cold ftarlefs night, 

And ftern-ev’d murderer with his knife behind, 
In dread fucceilion agonize her mind. 

O’er her fair limbs convulfive tremors fleet, 
Start in herhands, and firuggle in her feet ; 

In vain tofcream with quiv’ring lips fhe tries, 
And ftrainsin palfy’d lids nertreniulous eyes ; 

In vain the w/s to run, fly, fwiin, walk, creep; 
Tie wii prefides not inthe bowcrof sLEEP, 
~——On her fair bofoin fits the demon Ape, 

Pre&. and balances his bloated fhape ; 

R: lls ia their marble orbs his Gorgon eyes, 

And drinks with leathern ¢ars her teider cries, 
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away the petticoat, and had put on the breech-clout agdin,” 
= adding that, “the land beyond the river Alleghaney was his pro- 









© perty.” 
™ From this period, the Delawares have again affumed confi- 
' @erable authority among the American tribes. The Five Na- 
= tions, indeed, afpire to be the fovereigns of all the other tribes, 
“and, for many years paft, have afiumed the right of making 
war, and of concluding peace, according as it beft anfwered their 
“ purpofe, They have alfo affumed the right of felling land to 
the whites. ‘hey wifh to be looked upon by the other nations 
as their guardians, which it matt be allowed they were for many 
years. But of late years, matters have taken a different turn. 
The Weftern Nations have, at length, difcovered the inten- 
tions of the artful contederacy, and now go fo far as to threaten 
them with defirndtion if they do not unite with them, or fulfil 
the condition of the league. : 
- ©. The Delawares are, at prefent, at the head of this league, 
and relying upon the fidelity of the nations whe are combined 
, With them, now give (in fome meafure) law, tothe Five Nations. 
_™ The Wyandots, being the guaranteesefithe Delawares, are 
_ Seunder obligation to affift them, when they fhall become involved 
m.war, and efpecially when they thall be in danger of lofing 
their lands: for the Delawares have now no lands but what have 
been given tothein by the Wyandcts,awho, at the time the gift 
was made, engaged to protect the former in the property of them 
againfiany invader. ‘Lhe league of affeciatiowbetween the De- 
i@Wares and VV yandots was formed in the-year,175 I 
Fe Batahba were once a confiderable ation, Their coun- 
Was bounded.on the north and north-eaft by North-Carolina; 
ieee calt and fourth by South Carolina; and about fouth-weft 
b¥ €he mation of the Chcerake, About twenty-five years ago, 
_ their ehief fettlement was about one hundred and forty miles frony 
the Checrake, and abeut fro hundred miles diflant from Charlef- 
TH. 
in the infascy of the fettlemeént of South Carolina, the Ka- 
thba could mufter fifteen hundred fight'ng men. About the 
year 1743, thisnation confilted of almoft four hundred warriors, 
of above twenty diffegent dialects. 
| ain informed, that the Katahba have an anniveriary meet- 
ing, imtended to commemorate their former greatnefs. his 
poul@Pindeed, be a’neclanchcly tafk. But nations who are faft 
p seitia to.deilruction mult be contented to wrap taemielyes up, 
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but that now his legs were grown again; that he had throws 
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fr a tnue at leait, in refections of a f{erious kind. *It is om 
fuch occatlions that they fhould learn to know and acknowledge 
she exiftence and the power of a creator, who formed all nations, 
and fcatters them abroad; who preferves and increafes them; 
who diminifhes or crumbles them to nought. ‘Thy power, O 
God! has no limits; and.are we worthy of thy prelerving care 
when we ceafe to be virtuous, and refufe to cultivate the arts 
of focial lite? ' 
The Katahba are among the number of thofe American tribes 
who gave an artificial fhape, by means of a {trong compreffion, to 
the heads of their children. ‘This practice among the Katahba 
has, 1 believe, fallen into difufe. The confequence is that we 
B® {ee no flat or comprefied heads ameng the younger part of the 
| nation; a circumftance which does not fupport Proteffor Blumen- 
bach’s notion of the perpetuation of forms impreffed by fuch prac- 
tices. I fhall examime this fubjeQt in a feparate memoir. 


To this work is afixed an extenfive vocabulary of the 
languages of the northern parts of America and Afias 
In this Do&tor Barton fhews that there is a very ftrik- 
ing imilarity between the languages of the two conti- 
nents. ‘The moft remarkable :nftances of this fimilarity 
are in the words Father, Mother, Head, Eye, Hair, * 
Tooth, Sun, Moon, Star, Earth, Water, | 








em ,» THE ELECTRIC FLUID, 


From Sulliwan’s View cf Nature. 


if we vivifying fluid does in fa& communicate 1tfelf to the 
human body, and not only by the pores, but. allo by the lungs, 
Wich Bertholet looks upen as the fecretory organ of zrial 
clectricity : and as we alfo conj« Cured in a former letter, when 
treating of airs, and of the highly philogiiticated Rate of the 
blood, which is attenuated and rendered florid, by apparenthy 
nothing elfe than the aCtion of the lungs, and the, influence of 
the denhlogificated fuid, which keeps them in mation, The 
eDects, tadeed, of electricity on the general fyitein, is wonde,r- 
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* tionof mankind, But thefe changes are wrought only in a long 
_eecourfe of time, Many centuries have not been able to efface 
the xefemblances in figure and complexion of the Americans to 
the Afiatics, Independent on language, on religions, on my. 
thology, on traditions, on cuftoms and manners, the naturalift, 
er man of oblervation, would be induced to declare, that the 
> _ wations of America and many nations of Afia are the fame. Sq 
certain are phyfical- teits, fince they are confirmed by the fimi. 
larity of language. | 
. Docior B. riext proeetds to give ah accowht Gf tach 
Of the ridtions of America. We thall éxtradt his xe. 
courit of the Det awanrés and the Kardnpa, as the mot 
interefling. | 
At tiie hedd of the column of Americatis,* I have uniformly 
plaéed the Delawafes, or as they call tliemfelves Lenni-Lennape. 
_ TRave followed this arrangemierit bectufe, T believe, we are 
© -Better acquaitited with the language of this tribe, than with that 
; €f arly other th North-America; becaufe they are acknowledged 
td Be OF more ancient eftablifhmient ih the cetintry than many 
‘@tlicts; afd Becavfe their lensuage appears to Have a greater 
Jpread “then thatof any of the wunierous natiofis of this great 
‘continent. — | is : 
The name by whieh thefe Indians aré Beft*knoWh, ‘that of 
. Delawzres, was impold upon them by the Engh, becaufe théy 
iwhabited the waters of the r:ver Délawdre. “dhe French writ : 
call ‘them Loups. They, T have alrendy obferved, ‘call them. | 
pofelvés Lenni-Lennape, which fignifiés the Original People. 
> The Delawares tell us that they were formérty'a Very power- 
"Hal ‘people, inbabiting the ‘country to ‘a -gredt diftance, ahd — 
~preading along the fea-fhere far ealt-and fouth, &e. Thegreay 
. 4Apread of their lariguage, which is afterwards to be atténded 40, FF 
“Feems to fhow, that this muft have been the €afe, 

All the Indian ‘nations knowwh to me ‘on this {xle of the Wal: 
‘fifippi call tlie Delawates their grandfather, if-we exeept the Sik- 
Nations, the Wyandots, Cechnéwagoes, and the fovthern tribes, 
called Cheerake, Mufkolige, Chikkafah, Choktah, &c. Thele, 
it will be evident from an infpeétion of iny ‘vécabularies, as well 
‘as from attending to what is afterwards to be’ mentioned, {peak 
languages, which though fiot radically different from that of the 
Delawares, are, however, much more diftant from ‘it than are 
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the languages of the Chippewas, Shawnecs, Miamis, Ni 








ganfets, and feveral others, which are ite sinetul’ il my larger 
lifts of American nations. above the Senecas, who are one of the 

; Six Nations. a 
eo As far as I have been able to learn’ any thing on the fuulbje tyne 
— the Delaware nation confifts of three tribes, viz. the Unamtis, or 

“a Wanami, the Unalachtigo, or Wurnalachtigo, and the Minfi, of 


Monfees.. It is certain that there had been a fourth tribe, which 
was {mal}, and has paffed away, leaving not-aname behind. The 
Mahicanni, or Mohicans, aré certain ly fprung from the Dela- 
wares, but are not comprehended by thefe laft, as a bran¢eh in 
fhaking up thei nations 

All the Iidiaa nations:to the fouthward and weftward, &c. 
diftinguifh the Delawares by the name of Wapanachki, or Peo- 
ple towards the rifing of the fun. ‘The Wyandots and the 
Six Nations call them their nephews, and the Delawares acknow- 
ledge them to be their uncles. 

Of all the Indian nations which fornrerly inhabited, and: do ~ 
fill inhabit, the countries of America, from the ftate of Maf- 
fachufetts down to the Mithtippi, and between the river Ohio 
and the Lakes.of Canada, none but the Delawares and the Five 
Nations had the right to call a general council ‘The Wyan- 
dots and Hurons night call them oceafionally. 

The Delawares appear to have been formerly the faperiors of 

, the other nations. of Nozsli America that are comprehended within 

¢ the limits which I have mentioned. Their traditional hitory, 
whichis ftill extant, proves this aflertion. But by the cunning 
of the Five Nations, who are perhaps the greateft politigiams " 
2g the North American Indians, they were allured into ey 
with the enemies of the Five Nations, and finally were ; con 
quered, 

After this ftroke of poliev, for tlhe meannefs of policy 1s % 
confined to civilized nations, the Delawares were told, that 
their legs being now cut off, they mff{t wear the wetticant; be- 
come women, turn their hands to the raifing of corn, &c, and 
teave the higher bufinefs of warring to the conquerors. 

However i inthe year 1776, or 1777, wher the Five Nations 
were uling all their endeavours to bring ali the Indian nations 
into the war againft the United States, a Delaware chief, bile 
mg upon the faith and promifes of our infant ftatesy had the re- 
lution to fay to fome of the chiefs of the Five Nations, then 
aflembled at Fort Pitt, “ that he well remembered, that they. 
had formerly cut off his legs, and made a woman ‘of him, by 
puttuig a petticoat upon him, and by other degrading marks, 
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feribe to every thing our author has faid. Though language is ; 
ot fo much, and of the fir, confequence in eftimating the affini- 
ties [if I may be allowed th: ¢xpreffion] of nations ; and although 
where there is no affinity in language to be diftovered, J fhould 
be much inclined [without the ftrongeft phyfical and other proofs] 
to doubt whether ever two nations have been the fame, yet ] 
am perfuaded that the phyfical circumftances of figure and com- 
*~ plexion, the great features 6f religious worfhip, the mythology, 
and even the traditions, of nations are Circumftances which de- 
fervye much attention in all our enquiries concerning their origi. 
nal, and fpread over the workd. It is true, as Charlevoix ob- 
ferves, that ** nothing has.undergone more fudden, frequent, or 
more furprifing, revolutions than religion.” ‘Thefe revolutions 
are accontplifhed in the trdnfitions of mankind from the ftates of 
favages or barbarians to the conditions of civilized men; in the 
.. changes of ‘governments; in the admixture of nations; in the 
progrefs of reafon, and fcience, and refearch; in the viciffitudes 
of our individial fortunes; and, alas, in the unhappy relapfe of 
nations once civilized, or copfiderably improved, to the condi- 
tion of favages again. Local and very narrow circumftances 
often give rife to a great difference in the religious features of a 
people ; “whilft the band of one man fhall crumble into duft the 
vaft fabric which it has required the exertions of many hations, 
throngh ‘along feries of ages, to raife and fupport. Thefe things 
are true: they are proclamed by the hiftery of mankind; ang 
many of the proofs of theth are to be collected among the fava- 
gesof America, ~ wet : 
» But fome of the features of religions worfhip, and of fiper- 
fiition, are extremely permanent. Jt was a long time beiore 
“the Jéws could be brought to lay afide their idolatry: but at 
length they relinquifhed it, and adopted the notion of the unity, 4, 
of Ged, ‘which they. have retained, with a2 mofl commendable JF 
“Zeal and firmnefsy m the. midft of all their oppreffions and mif- 
fortunes, through many centuries. It lad long been thought 
that traces of the religion of the ancient Perfians could be dil- 
covered in America. In the courfe of this inquiry, I thal) thow 
that the language of the Perfians is not unknown in this conti 
nent. Yet many ages muft have elapfed fince there fubfifted 
between the Perhans, or other Afiatics {peaking their language, 
aconnection with che Americans. Many ages, then, have not 
been fufficient to deftroy the religion of fire in America. 
As mankind have ever Leen remarked for retaining tliew er- 
rera, fo even the grofieft features of they mythology are pre- 











T:U.L Y. .24)..1797- 129 





ferved for along time, in the midf of all the viciflitudes of for- 

tune to which nations are expofed, The mythology of Afia is 

fill prelerved in America. We trace it with codliedce among 

the favages from one end to the other of this continent. “Truc 
itis, that this mythology, as well as the religion of the people, 

is faft difappearing, and a few years will leave hardly any vel- — | 

tizes of it behind. But this is hot fo much owing to the influ- 

ence of time itfelf, as to the connection of the Americans with ~ 

the Europeans, and their defcendantss é ; 

The traditions of nations are, certainly, of much confequente 

in all our inquiries into their origin and migrations. It is true 
that the traditions ofa people cannot be preferved long ina pure, 
unvitiated ftream. They are mixed with fables, which are the 
children of vanity, of fear, of fuperftition, all which fo ftrongly 
characterize our kind, but which more efpecially chara&terize 
nations, who are mcapable ef tranfmitting to their pofterity writ- 
ten monuments of their fuccefles or misfortunes. I fhall after- 

_wards have occafion to fhow, that were it not for the traditions. 
of many American nations we might forever xémain in:doubt - 
concerning the real origin of thefe people. The great affinity 
of their languages with the languages of Afia and Europe is not 
fufficient to prove, that the Americans are emigrants from thefe 
portions of the world. It only proves thatthe Americans and 
many Afiatic and European nations are the fame’ people... It 

‘ tells us not which was the parent ftock, And in th's inquiry, 
we afluime no theory as eftablithed with abfolute certainty, how- 
ever it may be fanctioned by the voice of many ages. | 

Authors have laid too much ftrefs upon the circumflance 0 
the refemblance of cuftoms and manners among the Americans 

_and the people of the old world. But what I have faid of the 
religion and mythology of nations likewife applies to their cul- 
toms, and their manners. Thefe are fometiunes very perma- 
nent, and ought not to be neglected in an extenfive inquiry into 
the origin of a people. For fome interelting information cof- 
cerning the ‘cuftoms which are common to America and the 
_north of Afia, I beg leave to refer thé reader to the Arctic 
Zoology of my learned and much valued friend Mr. Pennant. 
The limits of this memoir will not permit me to dwell upon the 
fubject, which, however, is extremely interefting. 

The phyfical circumitances of figure and complexion are wor- 
thy of much attention in all our inquiries of this kind, It imnft 
be confeffed that climate and food, and other phyfical caufes, 
are adequate te the production of great changes in the conftitu- 
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danguages. of the old world -that paf for oripinals. Fren the 
different dialeés, in {pite of the alterations they have undep. 
gone, {till retain enovgh of the mother tongue to furnith conf. 
derable lights. ‘ 

* Infle a of this method. which has been neglected, they haye 
made enquiries into.the manners, cuftoms, religion, and tradi 
tions of the Americans, in order to difcover their original. Not. 
withftanding, I am perfuaded, that this dify uifition -is only ca 
pable of producing a falfe light, more likely to dazzle, and to 
make us wander from the right path, than to lead us with cer. 
tainty to the point propofed. _ Ancient traditions are effaced 
from the minds of fuch as-have Not, or tits -during feveral ages, 
have been, without ae helps to preferve them; and half. the 
world is exactly u iy i New events, and a new ar. 
vangement of shaded the rife tonew traditions, which efface the 
former, and are themfelves eflaced in theirturn. After one or 
two centuries have pafied, there no longer remain any marks 
capable of leading us to find the traces of the firft traditions. 

“« The manners very foon degenerate by means of commerce 

with foreigners, end lig the mixture of feveral nations uniting 
in one*body, and by a change of empire always accompanied 
with anew form of Rovernsnent. How much more realon 
there ‘to believe fuch a fenfible alteration of genius and manners 
amongtt wandering nations become favage, living without prir- 
ciples, laws, education ly orci il gover nment, which might ferve 
to bring them back to the ancient manners. Cuftems are fill 
more ealily deftroyed. A new way of living introduces new 
cufloms, and thefe which have been forfaken are very foon tor- 
gotten. What fhall 1 fay of the abfolute want of firch things 
as are moft neceflary to life? And of which, the neceflity of 
doihg without, cauics their names and ufe to perifh together. 

c Laltly, nochipe has undergone more fudcen, frequent, of 

jore fur; pr ing revolutions than religions When once men 
hare abandcned the only true one, they foon lofe it out of their 
fight, and find themielves entangled and be beset: in fuch a 
Jabyrinth of incoherent errors, inconfiftency and contradiction be 
ing “the natural inheritance of tallehcod, that there remains not 
the fmallest thread to lead us back to the truth. We have fea 
a very fenfible example of this in thé laftace. The 
neers of St. Domingo, who were cliriflians, but who hed ne 
commerce exce pt amonett them! elves, in lefs than th'rty ycat 
aid through the /ole want of religious worfhip, irfirecion, and 
an authority capable of retaining them in their duty, had come 
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to fuch a pafs, as to have loft all marks of chriftianity, ¢xe@pe a es 
paptifinalone. Had thele fubfifted only to the third generation, ”» , 
their'grand-children would have been as void of chrijtianityasthe ~~ 
uihabitants of Terra Auffralis, or New Guinea ‘They mighit . 
poflibly have preferved fome cérémonies; the réafon of which |. * 
they could not have accounted for, and is it not precifelyin the ~~ 
fame manner, that fo many iifidel nations are found to havein «2 ~*~. 
their idolatrous worflip ceremonies .whiclf appear to have beén 
copied after ours. nadie _ a 
- The cafe is not the fame with‘wefpect tol4ngnages. I al- 
low that a living language 1s fubjee to’ continual changes, and 
as all languages have been fo, we tmay fay with truth, that none. *, 
of them have preferved their originalypurity. But it is no lefs 
true, that in dpite of the changes, introditced by chftom, they 
have not loft every thing by which they-aré diftinguithed from 
others, which is fufficient for our prefent purpofe; and that from . 
the rivulets arifing from the principal fprings, Ifnean the dia. * 
lets, we may afcend to the mother tongues themfelves; and * > 
that by attending to’the obfervations of a learned“academjtiah*, = . 
that mother tongues are diftinguifhed by being m@ré ‘hervousthan + 
thofe derived from them, becaufe they are formed fromf nature; ~ 
that they contain a greater number of words imitating thé things * * 
whereof they are the figns; that they are lefs inflehtéd to Sor . x 
orhazard, and that that mixture which forms thedialedt; a . ays 
deprives them of fome of that enérgy, which thé natural -con- 
peGtion of their found with the things they reprefent always . * 
give them. —— . 
“ Hence, I conclude, that if thofe chara¢teriftical marks 4re 
found in thé American linguzges, we cannot réafonably doubt 
of their being truly original ; and, confequently, ¢hat the peo- 
: ple who {peak them-have pafled over into that hemifpdere, a, . 
edge’ hort tine after the firft difperfion of cur jefpeciaily if they: 
: are entirely unknown in our continesitfi”™ a. ¥; se 
There 1s fo much good fenfe m the pteteding obfervations, + * 
that I could have no helitation about the préprjety of quoting 
them at length. Iwas the more willing to do this, as I fel@ av | 
defire to exprefs my gratitude to Father Charlevoix for having  **_” 
been, in fome meafure at leaft, by thefe very obfervations, in- 
ftramental in encouraging me in the inquiry which I now offer « 
to the public. But-let it not be fuppofed, that I mean to fub- ~ 
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She told me that her name was Anna; that fhe lived in thé 

village of Sander, near tse valley of Zargin; that fhe came 
every year to accomolifh a vow fhe had made for her father’s 
recovery, who was a ininer, and had been taken from underone 
of the galleries, where he was at work, apparently dead. She 
_ added that the was fiftéen when the accident happened, which 
was three years es and that fhe had never miffed coming at 
the ftated period. I was fo sr apo with this good girl’s fimple 
narrative, that I again entreated ber tq} eplacethe wréath of 
flowers-on the Virgin's head, but the ‘node My declined, faying, 
that fhe expec ted her brother, wb was gone Zimlchen, a village 








not far difiant; and that. he bad promifed her faitl hfully to re. 
turn before the tapers wereexpired ; thencaltnga wiflifal look r 

at them, and heaving a figh, fhe fail, that fhe feared the ftorm 
\ had detained him, but that fhe hoved no harm would happen to i 
him. i Boa 
The thunder ft'l] continued runibling over cur, heads ina h 
moft.terrific manner ; the flafhes of lightning were more frequent, | 
appearing inceifantl y as if crofling th e defile, and nearly entering . 
our place ofrefuge ; whilft the rain falling in torrents from the 


rocks, carried with it immente pieces of ftone, which, from the a 
velocity with which they fell, thivered into a thoufand pieces; € 
and added greatly tothe horror of the feene. Anna, perceiv ing ' ) 
that the lights were nearly out, and that fhe would be prevente 1 
from accgmplifhing her trai reguefted ime at laft to affift her in 
placing the flowers, which I -had ju!t accomplifhed, when we | 
heard the approach of a carriage, which proved to be the one! 
expected. I had, however, the fatisfa€tion of gaining fome ins 
telligence, from the poft-boy, of her brother, who had paffed him. 
on the readé 1 was, therefore, releafed from the oainful nes 
ceflity of Waving that poor and amiable girl by herfelf in fo 
folitary a fitaation, which the ftorm rendered {till more diftreffing. 
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ANECDOTE, 


A FRENCH WRITER who tranflated Cibber's play of 


‘ Love's laf Sdifty entitled tt thus, ‘ La derniere Chemife & 
Amour.’ . 
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: New Vizws cf the origin of the tribes and nations of Ame- 
“ rica, by Benjamin Smira Barton, M.D. corref/ponding 
le member of the Socicty of ihe Antiquaries of Scotland ; 
of member of the American Philofophical Society, We. &e. 
i | Philadelphia, printed by John Biren, for the author, 
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k 

n HE origin of the nations of America isa problem 
Oo 


inthe hiftory of man, that has for long time engaged 
the attention of the philofophical-world. Various modes 


; have been propofed for folving it, and many different 
g sefults have been offered. Religious ceremonies, cuf- 
é toms, antiquities, geographical relations, form, colour 
e and language, have al! had their advocates as proper 
S; criteria by which to decide this important queftion. 
; ® Door Barton has chofen the laft of thefe,“a compa- 
tifon of languages, as the fource from whence he draws 
i the greater part of his arguments; his reafons for adopt- 
I ing this criterion are contained in the following extract! 
: IT is remarkable, as Charlevoix obferves, that thofe who 
, have undertaken this imvefiigaticn ‘ fhou!d have es aiey the 
. only means that remained to come at the truth of what they 
* were in fearch of; I mean, the comparing the languag:s. In 
effect, in the refearch in qucftion, it appears to me, continues 
cur fenfible author, that the knowlecce of the principal lan- 
mages of America, and the comparing them with thof of our 
hemiphere, that are looked upon as primitive m ght poll:bly fet 
us upon fome happy dfftofery, end ciat way of aicending to the 
ernginal of nations, which is the leaft equivocal, is far from be- 
mz fo difficult as might be imagined. We have had, and {till 
' dave travellers and m.ffonaries, who have worked on the Jan- 
= guages that are {poken in all the previnces of the new werld, ft 


. would only be neceilarv to make a collection of their grammars, 


aud vocabularies, and to collate them with the dead and living 
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” sidined the fide of the moft enlightened of men, when they 
“mind has as yitiated by a long poffeffion of unlimited de.” 
minion. § i 

He sone: however, of my organ, ah ufe which was very 
grateful to me. ‘he ambafladors of Charlemagne were then at 
his Court, and the Caliph added my organ to the numerous pre. 
fents with which he intrufted them for their mafter. 

Madame Genlis here informs her readers in a note, that the 
firft organ known in Europe was fent, as appears from hiftory, 
to Charlemagne, by the Caliph Agron. 











OCCURRENCE IN THE RHATIAN ALPS. 


FROM. THE TRAVELS OF ALBANIES BEAUMONT. 


I PROPOSE relating an occurrence which happened tp 
me during the prefent excurfion. It will, I hope, not be deem. 
ed an improper digreffion, as it will thew the natural fimplicity 
and charaéter of the inhabitants. 

I have already acquainted my readers, that at my firft fet. 
ting out in the morning, the appearance of the atmofphere gave 
me reafon to apprebend that there would bea ftorm in the courfe 
of the day : my fears were realifed, and indeed earlier than I 

Ged. 

By nine o'clock, I had ee upwards of twelve miles ; and 
not perceiving the carriage, I gave myfelf up entirely to the 
pleafure of admiring the innumerable beauties which furrounded 
me, both in refpect to botany and lithology. At every ftep I 
took fome curious plant or other attracted my notice ; among 
which were difcernable the elegant gentiana purpurea, the gen- 
tiana ee gags the epilobuum alpinum, and the campantula carp: atica 
of Linnzus ; Vall the hum ble tuffilago alpina ftore evaido of 
Chufio, &c. The rocks were tremendous, fhelving over on all 


fides. 
The different fpecies of ftrata of which thefe rocks were 
compofed, and their extraardinary appearance, took up all my 


attention : se of them were a nrixture of quartz and mica, of 
? . s . . ° i. 
the i64th {pecies of Wallerius, which * tertis forum wixtum 
on —S eee Ss res c . oe 
@naticum ; and here and there I found tle ) beds, 
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pearly perpendicular :, others were compofed of heaps or pieces 
of granite, piled one upon another, intermixed wich: marbles of 
yarious colours, and banks of horaltone, of the 143 fpecies of 
Wallerius, named corueus foffilis: it is, therefore, not to be 
wordered at, if I was ateattble of the danger that threatened 
me, {urrounded as I was by fuch a variety of natural curiofitiess 
and in. a valley, which, all the way from the fimall village of 
Antlas, was fo remarkably contracted by. the fhelving rocks on 
each fide, that I could only fee a {mall portion of the fky. I 
was, however, fuddenly roufed from my contemplations by a 
whirlwind which carried clouds of duft along the valley, and 
covered me in an inftant ; the fky darkened, and large drops of 
rain fell with fuch impetuolity, that [took it for haik; whilft the 
thunder, rumbling at ata diftance, and re-echoed by the fur- 
rounding rocks, appe Soap to threaten immediate. deftruétion. 
‘That moment was certainly the moft awful I ever experienceds. 
finding myfelf alone, and a perfec {tranger in.a sonny where 
Icouid but indiffereatly fpeak or underftand their language, 
which is in general German, yet I {iil fucceeded with hafty fteps 
not knowing whither I was going, or where to find an afylum 
The tempeit increafing, and the horrors accumulating, I gave’ 
myfelf up for loft; when, fortunately I perceived one of the 
hermitages I have already y defcribed, which was neatly cut in 
the rock, refembling a cave, falficiently large to afford protection 
to the affrighted traveller. Thole who have crofledthe Alps 
will ealily conceive that my fears were not imaginary, as they 
mutt have encountered fimilar d danger, and know the fatal cone. 
iequence. ? 
Having precipitately entered the hermitare or cave, fup- 
poling myfelf quite alone, I was ftartled at hearing a figh, which 
feemed to iffue fromthe extreinity of it; and turning haftily, F. 
fava young woman at her devotions, feemingly fupplicating ant 
image which reprefented the Virgin Mary, and in the a& of 
crowning it with a wreath of flow ers, while a taper burned on 
each fide of it. Whether owi ng to the unexpected furprife of 
feeing me, or becaufe the image was beyond her reach, I could 
hot ceterinine ;~ but fhe was obliged to give up the attempt I 
ventured to a sproach and offer her my aiftance, at the fame 
time, fearing that I might alarm her, I explained, in the bett 
manner I could , the caufe of my taking refuge in a place which 
appeared to be ‘allotted entirely to acts of devotion, As foon 
as fhe had fufliciently. got the hetter of: her aftonifhment, ‘he 
related an affecting tale in terms full of candour and fimplicityé 
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and yet none but thyfelf has been found in thy chamber. Where 


are thy companions?” “I have,” faid 1, “none.” Liften," 






















‘replied the Caliph, “ thy phyfiognomy interefts and pleafes me, 
» and thy youth excites my pity. 1am _ willing to pardon thee 

" but Ll expecta fincere confeffion.” © No, my lord,” asifwered 
1, “ you will not pardon a man who fhall be mean enough to in. 
form agaiuft his companions and friends.” Well,” exclaimed 
the Caliph with violence, “all the Chriftians at prefent in Bag. 
dat fhall be this day in irons.” & They will be in that fituation 


onty a few hours,” faid1 in atranquil tone. “ Andwhofhall fer 9. 


them free?” f, my lord.” At this anfwer the Caliph became 
mute with aftonifhment, and doubted whether he fhould pronounce 
my fentence, or difmifs me asa perfon infane, I began there. 
fore again thus to addrefs him. “Sir, { can ven'ure to protef 
to you, that I have not difobeyed your orders, and that ! was 
alone ; of which it will be very eafy to convince you, if you will 
deign to fend for the cheft of drawers which is im my chamber. 
{ will open, in your prefence, this myfterious article of furniture, 
and you will find in it a-complete evidence of my imnocence.* 
The Caliph, whefe aftonifhment was augmented by this dit 
courfe, iffued immediately the order for which I folicited, and 
my-organ was conveyed into his apartment. “While | employed 
myfelf in patting it into order, the Caliph, who waited withas 
siuch curiofity as impatience for the cataftrophe of this fingular 
fcene, went out for the princefs Abaffe his fifter, gave her an 
account of our converfation, and returned along with her. The 
/princefs, covered with a dong veil, which concealed entirely her 
Shape and her face, placed h€rfelf on one of the cufhions by the 
fule of her brother, at a little diftance from, and in front of the 
organ. ‘Then J afked permiffion of the Caliph to feat myfelf 
oppofite ny cheft of drawers ; and, at the fame time, began to 
play and to fing, The Caliph mmediately heard thofe powerful 
and harmonious founds imitating fo completely fiutes, horns, 
bauthoys, andthe Juman voice ; when ftarting from his feat with 
wonder and delight, “ Is it poffihle,” faidhe, “ thatthefe drawers 
afe-en inftrument of mufic 1’? “Yes, my lord,” replied I, “ and I 
tnveated:it foften the feverity ef your prohibition.” “ In pro- 
hihtting tefe affemblies,’daidthe Caliph, * 1 wifhed principally 
ty prevent the celebrity and folemaity which the umon of dif- 
ferent infiruments and feveral voices give to your ceremonies. 
3 did not forefee that there could be fuch an ingenious evntri- 
vance toabrogate my edidt ; but it is but juft,” added he, “ that 
fiole who are compelled to obedience fhould be more inventive 
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_4han their governors.” Saying thefe words, he turned towards 





Abaffiz to afk her what fhe thought of this adventure. Jmme gg 





diately the moft foothing and delightful voice which’ had ever ™ 
yet attracted my ear, requefted him’ im expreflions the mofk 
flattering for me; to recompenfe the author of fo wonderful an: 
invention. “ Young man,’ faid the Caliph, who then approached me, 
«| admire the arts and every fpecies of talents; thy perfon alfo 


B  pleafesme. I defire to have the mechanifin of this marvellous 


machine explained to me; and I charge myfelf wich thy for. 
tune: Thus,” purfued he, addreffing himfelf to his filter, “ you 
fhall be fatisfied Abafla; 1 fhall keep the-inftrument and its 
inventor.” 

The very fame day I waseftablifhed‘in the palace. I was 
furnifhed with an extenfive apartment, a multitude of flayes, and 
feveral magnificent prefents. I had no fortane, and J was 
charmed that I had acquired one with fo much rapidity and 
fingularity ; but I was not lefs ftruck with the defpotiim which 
this prince mingled with his favours, even thofe which were mo 
diftinguithed. \. He had difpofed of me as of a flave, without 
confulting my inclinations, without condefeen7ing to inform 
himfelf whether any particular engagement might interfere with 
the defire he felt of attaching me to him. I made-on this fab- 
jet many melancholy reflections; but I was young, without 
experieuce, and dazzled with the brilliant qualities of tl e‘Ca- 
liph. In truth, ke has very exalted ones. I fhut my eyes againft 
tie terrible effects of his difpofition and charagter, and delivered 
up my mind to the fplendid profpects with which fortune anét 
ambition prefented me. The next day the Caliph fent fer me, 
toexpiainto him the mechanifin of ny organ. While demon- 
ftrating its principles, I perceived ina few minutes that he had no 
notion of the previous information that was necefflary to compre- 
bend with facility the mechanifim-of a machine fomewhat compl> 
cated; and, at the fame time, had fo much felf-conceit as te defire 
to conceal his ignorance. 

As he-has a fund of intelligence and good fenfe, I eould eafily, 
by explainizg to him fome of the fit principles, and by clearing 
up his doubts, have fhewn him plainly what he wifhed to know ; 
bat he required a learned explanation; he pretended to under- 
fand what it was impoffible he could comprehend, fo that my 
iiluftration was: abfolutely ufelefs to him. He carried away 
with him only the fecret perfuafion that he had impofed on me 
en the fubje of his inftruétion; and he left in my mind the 
Chagrin of perceiving to what an extent of puerility may be 
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ef the Eaft mention it ftill with benediftions; the affection of 

a grateful people perpetuates the remembrance of i it, and vet it 
muitnot be borne by me! Condemned to obfcurity, l am be- 
come a ftranger to my own famé, am unable to enjoy it, and 
cead toalithe world; itis in the eternal filence of the tomb that: 
I receive the approbation and the evlogies ef my contempora- 
riest ‘The unfortunate viétim of defpotifm, and the fatal ex. 
ample of human vicifitudes, Iam Bovmiseides At the found 
ei this great.and-celebrated name, the knights of the {wan fofe 
ep. A fentiment of profound veneration and refpe& rendered 
them motionlefs for fome minutes: to great minds profeription 
axl misfortune tend to increafe the intereft which genius and 
virtue never fail tu imfpire! The two friends confidered Bare 
mecide witha an eagernefs of curiolity as if they beheld him now 
for the firft time.’ The emotion and fympathy which-they felt 
was pamted on their countenances in fo expreflive a charaCerj 
that Barmecide-was very ftrongly affected by it. “ O! my 
friends,” eried he, “ you reftoreme te my exiftence.” In fay~ 
ing thefe- words, he threw himfelf into their arms ; ; and} having 
received their affeQiionate embraces, thus refumed his narra- 
tion. 

My father, barn in the domintons ef Gerétd, had a paffion 
for. travelling. _Hé infpired my mother with the fame salina 
tion, who was always his infeparable companion. I dréw my 
frit breath in Perlia; my father was my only inftrnctor, and he 
taught me by facts and’ obi fervations founded on experience, and 
et “by leffons derived from books. I had the misfortune to lofe 
this excellent parent when I was twenty years of age; my mo- 
ther had been dead fome time before. I had three brothers, 
ba é had dlways lived together in the moft perfect union, and 

ere determined not to feparate. Having often heard of wt 
extreme magnificence of the court of Aaron.Ralchid, we dete 
mined to vilit mp 2t. Arrived at this fuperb capital, we boca 
acquainted with feveral Europeans of our own age, and we 
lodged all siptsher tendes the fame roof, 

My brothers played on feveral mufical inftruments, fome of 
eur new acquaintance had the fame talents, and as we could not 
enjoy. at Bagr at the free exercife of our religion, we agreed, 
thaton the folemn fefti fale we fhould meet in a room, Re chant 
the mals. Our apartinent was tow ards the ftreet, and the peo- 
pic, {topping to liften to us, foon difcov ered the motive of thefe 

reitiious exercifes. Mahometari intolerance was alarmed ; an¢ 
obtained an edict from the caliph, which was publifhed through 
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@ut the city, prohibiting the “aheiltvins under pain of death, from 
alfembling to celebrate their religious rites. They were allowed, 

however, the privilege of performing them individually. 

.. This prohibition offended me fo highly, that I confidered what 

means could be devifed to elude it. I had always a genius for 


mechanics; and, after fome reflection, I conceived the idea of | 


conftructing an iaftrument which might imitate all thole with 
which L was acquainted, and even the human voice. I endea- 
youred to fupply it at the fame time with fo prodigious a volume 
of found, that it might produce to the ear the effect of a concert. 
I worked at my invention night and day, and in lefs than fix 
months produced an inftrument of an enormous fize, to which I 
gave the name of Orgaz,_and which perfectly aniwered my in- 

tentions. I then placed myfelf near my window, and played 
on it regularly morning and night, chanting the fervice at the 
fame time. At the end of fome days, information was fent te 
the caliph, that the chr utians, notwithf{tanding the rigour of his 
prohibition, had begun again their religious concerts, and with 
more audacity than ever. The caliph iffued his orders in conte- 
quence ; and one morning, while I was playing on my organ at 
the ufual hour, 1 heard a violent knecking at my doer. I that 
up my organ, androfe toenquire the caufe ; when, at the fame 
inftant, a number of armed men came into my room, and teftt- 
fed the greatefi aftonifhment at finding me alone. ‘The captaia 
of the company afked me, where were my accomplices. J re- 
plied, that i had none. He paid no attention to tlis anfwer, 


and fought in vain in all my clofets for the other mufic ianss He 


pailed feveral times in the front. of my organ, without imagining 
it to be a inufical inftrument ; which was in fome meafure owing 
to my having givemit the appearance of a cheft of drawers. At 
length, not being able to comprehend how my companions had 
efcaped, he orde red me.to.fallow bum. 1.deGired to. he can- 
ducted into the prefence of the caliph.. He replied, that be 
as COrIV eying me thither. In fact, the prince had refolved.te 
fee me; and to imter rogate me himfelf. He recsiyed me with 
a gloomy and fevere air, confidering me fome time in fileace ; 
and, ftruck with 1 the fiseanee ot ny countenance, * Indticreet 
young man,” faid he, “* what could infpire thee with fo much 
audacity, and fo muc ch contempt for b& ey . + Sir” fag 
eply, “ nothing fo effeCtua ily e ncourages innocerce as. the afs 
pec t ot an eg vitabl c jud ; 
“ deny thy. difobedience.- I tinyiclf have. been under thy wm 
dow ; l Hy felf have heard the foun 1d of iftruments and vo’ 1GGS, = 
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fyflem of the formatitn of the univerfe, the genefis of be’ngs 
the internal meulds, &c. Scaveties be weuld recite whole - 
pages ethis cempcfiticns; fer he knows them almcft all by heart, 
Ie hitens gledly to ebjedic ns, difafies them, and lunrenders 
to them when his judgment is convinced. 

Of natural hiftery and cf flyle ke loves to talk, efpecially of 
the latter. No one better vnderflards the theory ct flyle, um 
lels it ke Becearia, who did not pefefs the preGiice. “ The 

fiyle isthe man, (Jaid he:) cur poets have no flyle ; they afe 
ceerced by the jtiles of wetie whith wakes faves of them.® 
How do you like eno I afkedaw ** Pretty well, (faid hes) 
but he is Riff and bloated.” _ And Reuffeau? “ His fyle wz 
better: but*he L& all tle f. faults cf bad edveation, in terjedtion, 
exclamation, interrogaticn fer ever.” Favour me with ycur 
leading idezs cn ftyle. They are recorded in my Dilccurfe at 
the academy how ever, two ‘things form ftyle, invention and 
exprefficn. Invention deperds on patience: contemplate your 
fubiedt Jong: it will gradually unrel and unfod—till a foit of 
cleric {park cenvulies for a morent the brain, ord {preacs 
down to the very heart a glew of irritation. ‘Then are ccre 
the luxuries of genir s, the tive hevrs for predu€icn and ecms 
peliticn—bhours fo de ightfel, that Ihave fpent twelve and four- 
teen Juccellively at my writin 4 defk, and flill been in a fiate cf 
plealure. It is for this gratification, yet more then for glory, 
that I have toiled. Glory comes jf it can, and mecfily cccs 
come. ‘This s pleafure i is greater if ycu confult no becks: Ihave 
never confulted authors, till I had nothing leit to fay of my 
cwn.” 

I afked him vhat is the beft method of forming one’s felf, 
he arfwered, “ Read only the capital werks, read them repeat 
edly, and read thefe in every department of tafte and icience; 
for the framers of fuch works are, as Cicero fays, kin-fculs, and 
the views of one may always be applied with advantage in fcme 
very different b: arch by another. Be not afraid of the talk. 
Capital works are fcarce, I know but five great J pop coormeaet 
ton, Bacon, Leibnitsz, Montefquien, and myfelf. Newten, 

on ti nued he,) may have difcovcied an important principle, but 

he ipent his life in frivclous calculations, and wes ro mafter of 
Ayle.” ‘4 Fie thoveht higher of Leinizs than cf Bacen. He 
Ghee! Dfonte/quict’s genus, but th cught his ityte | too firdied, 


: 


¥ 7 e | - 
and wanting eve er fe “* This, however, (faid he,} wes: na 


tural ebnfequer: e cf his drare of bec: vy. Lknew hi a well ; 


was almcft bind, “a very impatient. If he had net chpt Mis 
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ideas into fhort featences, he would have lo%t his period before 
the amanuenfis had taken it down,” 

He {poke to me of the paffioa for ftudy, and of the happinets 
wich it beftows, He toldime that he had voluntarily fecluded 
hinfelt from fociety ; that at one time he courted the COND. ny 

of learned mea, expecting tv acquire much from their converfa- 
tion, buthe had difcovered that little of value could be fo gleaned, 
and that, in order to pick up a phrafe, an evening was ill fquan- 
dered: that labour was become.a want to him, and he hoped 
to confécrate to it nuth of the three or four. years of life w nich 
probably remained to him; that he feared not death—that the 
hope of an immortal reno» wn was the molt powerful of death-bed 
scalp! ations. : 

He fhewed me.a lett2r from prince He enry of Pruffia, and 
another from the empre{s of Ruffia, with his anfwers. Over this 
Jofty correfpondence between power and genius, were the lat- 
ter retained its ianate afcendancy, I tele my foul fwell. Glory 
fzemed to afiume asit were a fub{tantial for “3 and to bend down: 
at its feet what the world has moit exalted. : 


THE INVENTION OF THE ORGAN. 


FROM A LATE ROMANCI, BY MADAME DE GENLIS, CALLED 
THE KNIGHTS OF THE SWAN. 


li weft as fi revéche qui ne fe fente touchée de quelque 
weverence, 2 confiderer celte vaftité fombre de nos églifes F 
cuir le fon devotieux de nos orgies. 

MONTAGNE. 


Ty E two friends having made the ‘promife which he re- 
quired of inviolable fecrecy, Gia/far thus entered upon his won- 
derfu) itory. 

I am thirty-fix years old, and my career is completed, I 
have pafled through it with honour, perhaps with glory; both 
love and fortune ftrewéd it with flowers, till. the fatal inflant 
which difcovered the aby{S in which I was nearly overwhelmed, 
I have loftevery thing, even to hy very name; the inhabitante’ 
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, I will mention fome fas of Buffon. Ke would fometiines 


return from the fuppers of Paris at two in the morning, whey’ 


he was voung. A boy was o ay to call lim at five, however 
Jate he returned; and, in cafe of his lingering in bed, to drag 
him cut on the focr. He ufed to work till hx at night. “] 
had at that time (faid Le) a miftreis of whom I was very fond: 
but 1 would never aliow myielf to go to Ler till fix, even at the 
rifk of finding her gone c Mts " . 

He thus d firibuies his day. Asi five o'clock he rifes, dreffes, 
powders, dictates letters, and repu lates his heuielold inat ters, 


At fix he goes to the forefa:d itudy, ween is atiurlong diltant 


frou the loufe, at the extreinity of the garden. ‘here are’ 


gates to open and terraces to climb by the way. When noten- 


gaged in writing, he paces up and down the furrounding AVENUES, 
No one may intrude on his retreat. He oiten reads over what 
he has written, and then lays it by fora time. ‘ Iv is impor. 
tant,” faid he to me, “ never to ‘be in a bar Ks : review your 


co mpolitions oiten, A every time with a frefh eye, and you 


Ww ill ws ays fi; rd ¢ that th ey Cais be -n * ended, 0 Ps Wi Len he has made 


atv 
many corrections in a mianufeript, he employs an amanuentis to 
¢ oe we Pe + a) , H f “ 
trai: sCriVe it, aint Lich h e Correc: $ avalil. Fie told M. de S 


that the aS udes de Is ANGIUTC Wwete written gOver Cis iLE€CA 
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y orderty and exat “© T burn (aid he to me) 
every thing which I do not inten 1% ule: not a paper W ill be 
* < si ’ . , 
10u d at my Gesatpe : 


r s & ly » psa A pos a ee Se ‘ 

re the account of hisday. Atnine, breakfalt is brought 
Rp eB ‘ 12 rT7 fc <7 - . + L 7 ° . + Es . 4 avan © ‘sf ‘ , 

to him inthe {Iudy. It confilts of two elaffes of w ne aud a bit 


; ad - eh t¥ee1 FO £ - ¥ 4 7.5 * ae ae ] fs 
Of Dreac. £.€ writes ior avout Two hou > A2ILEON ClSa kfa it ana 7 hen 
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rc se am ¥, » . . <5 “Fr -- a 2+<% 7 .? - P }* s 
To c.lrii tO th ; I oute, Cc GCo?cs not love A, murTry Overt he Sain ners 
* 
.) a 7 o > 4.1 > n = > . 2 } 
during which he gives vert to all the gaicties and trifies winch 


a ~s " - } des “hoe.  .. mip “ fw ‘ ~ . — Ses hee *. 
the ti sural iu i wouLweas >) hiiss AS aba Cas lh Io t his d :c1er: 


jitan & 
ee " Rh ae ape oe ge ea ee Re Ey FP 
but he is o 19 coarfe a5 to compel the pe tee to withdraw. 
SE the 7 ' a Pee , ; Ee te! Mong a ee 
aie ae hi} ise it W T i} piealr TC. aria l | ca CTiciCe bie faid to 


whuitely more perfection than ismy former. I cften have my 
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Bie rit. j ! ere a7e, t.Cweve: I anaces Wiicn I Capmot in i rovVCe 
In i this ope nie ls tare is fome chun mite) elt i; OF gina l, antiguey 
attracti: Ce. 
e ; 
Speaking of Reuftau, he faide “I loved him much untill 
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got fancy the fpirit of the man ; an unultia} proces happened te 
me with refpect tohim: afvershis death I loft my reverence for 
dim. : 

‘This great man is very much of a goflip, and, for at leaf an 
hour inthe day, will make his hau+drefler and valets tell all the 
Scandal of the village. He knows every mmute event that fur- 
younds him. 

His confidence is almoft wholly engrofled by a mademoifelle 
Blejfeau: a woman now forty years old, well made, who his 
‘been pretty, and has lived with him ion twenty years, She 
1s very attentive to him, swanages in the houfe, and is hated by 
the fervants. Malaria de Buffon, who has long been deat, 
could not endure this woman. She adored htr hufband, and is 
faid to have been very jealous of him, 

Buffon willingly quits bis grounds, and waiks about the vil- 
lage with his fon among the peafantry. At thelé times he al- 

ways appears in @ laced coat. ¢ isa ftickier about drefs, and 
Scolds his fon for wear ‘ing: a frock-coat. I wasaware of this, and 
had taken care to arrive in an embroidered waiftcoat and laced 
cloaths. My precaution fucceeded wonderfully: he fliewed ye 

zepeatedly to his fon. ‘+ There's a gentleman for yout” He 
loves to be ealled Monfieur le Comte. 

After having rifen from dinner, he pays little attention either 

: to lis family or his guefts. He fleeps for an hour in his room; 
then takes a walk alone; after which he will perhaps come in 
and converte, or fit at his defk and look over papers thet are 
brought for his opinion. He has lived thus thete fifty veUrs. 
To fome one who expreffed aftonifliment at his great re; putations 
he replied, “ Have not I paffed fifty years at my defk?” At 
nine he goes to bed. : 

He is at prefent afflicted with the ftone, which fufpends his 

+ employments. While I was at his houfe he had acute pains, 
fhut himfelf up in his chamber, would fear cely fee his fon, and 
not his ffter. He admitted me repeatedly. His hair was al- 
ways oem and fe retained his re calm look. He complained 
wgildly of his il health and bere his pangs with afimile. He 
opened his whole foul to me: made me read to him the treatife 
on the loadftone, and, as ne litened, would reform the phrafés. 

Semet mes He would fend fora volume of his works, and requelt: 

me to read aloud the fner efforts of ftyle; fuch as the fo {9 hogy : 


rf 
; 


; + +fs fC f ~~ x . 
Gi the iit Wall, the de Crh tich ot ai} ‘Arabian defe; ne erti- 
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Cie camel, and a itl £ finer piece of painting (in his opinfen) in 
the articie, Kamichi.. Sometimes he would explain to me his 
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inderflanding, be acquired with an effort ine: <preflibly inferior, 
He who fhould affirm, that the true obie@ of javenile education* 
vas to teach no one thing in particular, but to provide againkk 
the age of five and tw enty a mind well i pen active, - and 
prepared to learn, would certainly not obtrude pon us the ab. 
furdeit of paradoxes. 
The purpole therefore of early infrudtion is not abfolute. - Ie 
is Of letS importance, generally fpeaking. that a child thould 
acquire this or that {pecies of fknowledge, than that, through the: 


mediu: n of inftruction, he fhould acquire habits od meelle cual 
Y . r > 7 ~ ™ + 
activity. It is not fo much for the dire@ confideration of what 


“ ce ~* 


= ‘patel that his mind muft not be fuiiered to He wie. The 
ptor in this refpect is like the incloter of uncultivated lands 
3 fir crops are not valued for their intrinhec excelle: Ice; ti vey 


pe hg 


. 1 aol naw Re henry he. 9 Pres r 
dre fown that the land may De orougat 1 ito order. The for neg 
- rc , : og ip ‘ 2 € aD : : 4 : ae ; 
ot the mind, hike the joints $ of tne body , are apt to grow ne fuy 
. 


wantofemployment. They mutt be exercifed in various direc. 
tions and with unabating perleverance. In a word, the firlt tefe 
jon of a judicious educat: on 13) learn to think, to Gir ninate, vay. 
remember and to enquire. 








BIOGRAPHICAL ANECDOTES OF THE COUN 
DE BUFFON. 
EXTRACTED FROM THE JCURNAL OF HERAULT DE SECHELLES, 
WRITTEN DURING AN EXCURSION TO MONTBAART IN 1785, 
AND LATELY PUBLISHED AT PARIS. 


i BEHELD a fine figure, noble and placid. Notwithftand- 


Ing he 1s 78 years old, one would n: Faced to him above 


as years ; and although he had Gent fixteen fleeplefs n ights, 
in confequence of bein i affiicted with’ the ftone, he looked as 
freth as a child, and as calm as if in health. His! buft, bi Hows 
don, appears to me very like; although the effect of the black 


ey €s aik i brow ‘Ss is lofi. . 


Fie 3 - A > ? i a ~ i , Ic x} realy 
Hi 3 W hite hair Ws iS at CANT. ate iy Cul Tite t is ‘© Of e OL ibts , fisrios 
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is voice is ftrong for his age, and very pleafant: in general, 
| hen he fpeaks, his looks are fixed on nothing, but roll un- 


We 


oh # quardedly ab out. lis favourite words are tout ca and pardien, 
id | which recur perpet uallv. His vanity is undifguifed and promi- 
b | gent: here are a few uitances. 

|. [told him I read much in his works. “ What are you read- 
Te fog?” {aid he. j anty ered. the Vues fur la Natur Ee hd "J here 
ld F gre pallages of the higheit €10G uence in them :”’ replied he in- 
1:  fanily. 
al ; His fon has ereSted a monument to the father in the gardens 
. F of Montbart. Te is a fimple column near a lofty tower, and is 
@ FB infcribed: 
. Excelfe turri humilis columna 
v & Parénti fuo filius Burron, 1785. 
; The father burft into tears on feeing this monument, -and faid 
~. # tthe young man, “ Son, this wil do you honour. 
‘The fon fhewed me about the nan unds, We-came tothe clo- 
“" fet in ¥ hi ich this great man-laboured ; it is ma a pavilion Calied the 

© Sewer of Saint iis and it is up ftairs. he entrance is by a 


green fol ding door. ‘The fimplicity of the laboratory at nifhes. 
The ceiling iswaulted, the walls are green, the floor is in fonares : 
ikea: an ordinary wooden defk, an arm chair: but not a 
book nor a paper. This nakednefs has its efe&. The j imagina- 
tion clothes it with the {plendid-pages, of Buffon. ‘I 

other fanciua ry in which he was wont to compele ;—** The Cra- 
dle of Natural Hi ftory,” as prince Henry called it, when he came 


7 


thither. It was there that a ufleru pi roftrated himtelf and kift 
fed the thre{hold: 1 mentioned this circumftance to Bufo 


r i sg U R réa } , + 4 ve ee 7 “fr iS 
Yes, faid he, au fie au hoewed gown to me. This _ cabinet 

P. rs Ces My Enea ei i “ .. f° + hd v* Po 
wainicoted, furnifned with ici “CNIS, A iOla, and with dray Ings 





tf birds and beafts.. The chairs.2 are cove red with black leather, : 
and the de rs is near the chimner Ys and of wainut-tree. A trea- 
tile on, the loadftone, on w hi i re he was then employed, lay on ite 
m@ © His example and his difcouries CONVINCE 3 me, that he, who paf-. 
fonately « detires glory, 1s fure in the end toobtain it. The with 
7 


malt not be a momentary but an every day emotion. Buffon 
fiid to me on this fubject a very fir kj ine th gre ut thols 
. Ipeeches whieh may be the caufe of a great man hereaiter: 
®Genius is only a greater aptitude to patience.” Obierve, 
that paticnce mutt be applies to every thing: patience in find- 
Mg out one’s line, patience in refilling the motives that divert, 
and patience im bearing what would difcourage a conunon Wale 





4 
1 
2 
4 
' 

| 

q 





6 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE, . 


ON E ARLY INSTRUCTION. 


‘io true object of education, like that of every other Lae 
ral a is the generation of happinefs. 

Happinefs to the individual in the-firf-place. If individuals 
were univerfally happy, the {pecies would be happy. 

Man is a focial.being. » In fociety the interefts of individuals 
are intertwifted with each other, and cannot be feparated. Men 
fhould be.tanght to affift.each other.. The firlt obje& fhould be. 
to traina man to be happy ; the fecond to train him to be ufcful, | 
that is, to be virtuous. 

There isa further reafon for this. Virtue is effential to in. 


dividual happinefs. Theré is no tranfpért equal to that of the. 


performance of virtue. Altother happinefs, which is not con. 
nected with felf-approbation -— fympathy, is unfatisfaQtory and: 


frigid, 
"eo make a man virtuous we -mufi make him wife.. All vir. 


tue is a compromiie between oppoiite motives and inducements. 
The man of genuine virtue, is a man of vigorous comprehenfion. 
and Jong views. He who would be emineutly ufeful, muft be 


éminently inftru&ed. He muft be endawed'with a. fagaciows 


judgment and an ardent zeal. 
The argument in favour of wifdom-or a cultivated intelle&, 
like tle argument in favour of virtue, when clofely confidered, | 


{hews itfelf to be twofold... Wifdom is not only direétly a means, 


to virtue ; it is alfocdiredtly a means to happinefs.. The man of’ 
enlightened underitanding and perfevering wg Tans has many 
fources of enjoyment which the ignorant. man cannot reach, 

and it’ may at leaft be fufpeéted that thefe fources are more ex 
quifite, more folid, more durable and more conftantly acceflible, 
than any which the wile man and the ignorant. man poffefs im. 
¢ommon. 

Thus it appears that there are three leading objects of a juft 
education, happinefs, virme, wifdom, including under the term. 
wifdom, both extent of information and energy of purfuit. 

When a child is-bora, one of.the earlieft purpofes of his in-. 


fatutor ought to be to awaken his.mind, to breathe a foul into] 


the, as yet, unformed mats, 


What may be the precife degree of difference with refpect t: 
eapacity that children generally bring into the world with themy. 


is a problem that is pcrhaps mmpefhble. completely to tolve, 
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fut, if education cannot do every thing, it can do much. 
To the attaznment of any accoimplifhment what is principally 
geceflary, is that the accompli fhment fhould be arde ntly defired. 
How many inftanices is it re afonable to fuppoie there are, where 
Msardent defire ext{ts, andthe means of attainment are clearly 


ind fkiifully pomted out, where yet the accofplifhment re- 


mains finally unattained ? Give but fufficient motive, and you 
have given every thing. Whether the object be to fhoot ata 
wark, or to maiter a {cience e, this ob.ervation is equally appli- 


gable. 


. The means of exciting defire are obvious. Has the propofed 
abject defirable qualities? Exhibit them. Delineate them with 
peripicuity , and delineate them with ardour. Show your obiect 
from time to time under every point of view which is calculated 
to demonfirate its lovelinefs. Criticife, commend, exemplity. 
Nothinz is more common than for_a maftér to tail in infulirig the 
paflions into his pewpil that he purpefts to infule; but wi 10 * 


there that refufes to confels, that the failure is to be afcribed to 


the indolence or unfkiliulneis of the maiter, not to the impoilhi- 
bility of fuccels ? 

The more inexperienced and immature is the mind of the in- 
fant, the greater is its » pliability. It is not to be told how early, 


bits, pernicious of otherwile, are acquired. Children bring 


fame qualities, favourable ¥ adverfe to cultivation, into the 
world withthem. Lut they fpeedi: y acquire other qualities in 
addition to hele: and which are probably of more moment tham 
they. ‘Thus a difeafed fiate of body, and fill more an impro- 
per treatment, the rendering the child, in any confiderable de- 
gee, either the tyrant or the e flave of thole arcund hin, may 
in the firft twelve months. implant feeds of an IL temper, which 
ifome inftances may acedinpany him through lite. 

~ Rea foning from the principles already delivered, it would be 
Agrof miftzke to fuppofe, that the fole obje&t to be attended to 
in the firft part of education, is to provide for the-prefent eafe 
nd happinels of the individual, An awakened mind is one of 


the mot im}; ortant  parpotes of eng ation, nie. itis a a Purple, that 


ate 4 feeins probable that o traction isa cca in itfelf 


Stonfidered, of very ini ferior value. Many of thofe things which 


We learn in our youth, it ts necefflary, 1m we cp well under- 
pad, tuat ¥ ve hy ould eam over aval 1 in O} ur vears. Ma. 
Ry th Les that, in the dark and unapprehe niive ‘pe ‘riod of yout ch, 
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we attau eG W ith infuiite labour, nit) b by a ripe and j udicious 
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When young I was cheerful and gay, 
My fpirits were lively and free; 
I ftudied not what | fhould fay, 
Nor lov’dany but thefe that lev’d me. 


But now Iam pentive and pale, 
My mind is ciftraéted with care: 
Njfa heeds not my pitiful tale, 
And I aie of chagrin and defpair. 


Do you delight in claflical inferiptions? Here is a {pecimen: 


Stranger approach with rev’rence due, 
This hallow’d fhrine, which holds the dear remains 
Of what was once moft lovely! dare not to pluck that rofe 
Which blufhes fwees>..2zn.emblem of the beauteous innc- 
cence | [love 
That warm’d the cheek of my Maria. Oh! ifever wedded 
bnfpir'd thy befom with th’ expanfive glow that anfwers to 
a hufband’sname, 
Retire, and filent crop atear for him whofe only confelstion 


Isto rear thofe lovely plants thou feeft, which fhe in lite | 


efteem’d, [hands 
And twine the branches of that facred bower which her own 
‘Firtt pianted. Ov, if it pleafe thee more to reft a while ia 

this retir’d efyium, [of ill, 
Indulgethy with: angels wil] guardthee frem all thonghts 
And harmonize tiny foulto love and friendfhip. _ 

But if yeu love not thefe plaintive firains, and rather wih for 
bold heroic meaiure, 1 am here allo ready to anfwer your call, 
as you will find by the following {pecimen : 

‘ Ofer 2 mofe, a mute of thunder! 
To flith’ aftonifh’d world with wonder— 
While I reconnt the aétions dire 
Of villairts breathing blood and fire, 
W bo mighty London threaten’d to confume, 
As Cataline of eld did mightier Rome. 

But hyric meafure is my chief delight ; that fweetly varied 
meafure, in which the poet candifplay ail the unbounded ftrength 
ofdis genius, unfettered by forms and trammela; im which 
ite caw inake . 
The clarion fhrill, 

Sound at his will; 
Make thunders roll 
4 hat theke the pole, 
Aud rend the Welkin wild with loud affray ; 
Or, in numbers trim and gay, 
Sing the Gveets of blooming May : 
Or, in notes folemn and dull, 
To fweet repove the fpirits lull. 


dt 
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On a bed of rofes, 
See, the nymplrrepofes! - 
Stop the flute, | 
Be nature mute ; 
ve | “ Or, in a dying, dying fall,” 3 
Sank all toreft, men, women, children, brates and all. 


Hark! I hearthe din of battle ; | 
Trumpets found, and drums do rattle ;. 
a Horfes neigh, 
, | Afigs bray; , 
; The wide mouth’d cannon loudly roar ; 
Whole ranks are {teep’din blood and gore. 
’ Hear’d vou that groan? 
4Jis Nature’s felf that makes her moan. 
ve “‘Difmal cries 
od E- ' Rend the tkies ; 
Piteous fighs 





fe 


to , 
Spontaneous rife ; 
n Alas, he dies! -he dies ! the mighty hero dies! 
ted “Tn broken troops, trembling. the fcar’d horfes tret,” 
I Fh oceans of blood mangled carcaies foat 5 
7 While, pale with fear, 
fT Bellona in the rear, 


, ‘ 
4 
; 


* 


.¢ § Asd in whole ranks beneath the victor’s fword inglorious digs _ 


O, fir! I could write forever in: this ftram—forever could “I 
¥ § write in praife of nodérn poetry, and of the immenfe improve~ 
4) B ments that have been lately made in lyric meafure. 1h the above 

fpecimen, I have infenfibly caught fome of the greateft beauties 
ef the greateft- poets of modern times. I might have quoted 
‘the parallel paffages at the bottom of the page; but 1 fuppofe 
they will not efcape your eagle eyed perception—There, fir, ts 
not that a fine expreflion? 1 could give you a thoufand fuch, 
eulled from modern orators—were my pockets full: My fpirivs 


, & would then overflow, and I could write— 
] ‘‘ O heav’ns! how I could write.”’ a, 


| but at prefent my pocket-is empty, and I cannot foar aloft.o 

thofe eagle pinions, which would bear me far beyond the,reach 
ofcommon mortals’ ken. 

If you can fupply in abundance the one thing necdfnl, I 
thal fupply. you with abundance of beautiful compofitions. Nay 
I doubt not but in due time I may equal the old Grecian bard, 
‘oreven the great Offian himfelf— Adieu !—In hopes of hearing 
drom you foon, I remain with great wnpatience, and on the tip-toe 


of expectancy, your humble fervant, _ en 
TIMOTHY HAIRBRAIN,. 


lL. The infantry. in fed diferder fly, 
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bring i ng him into a variety of ferapes, which wafte his wealt hy dit 
drawn with fuch fr ength of colouring, aa W 
waked with fitch grotefque lines of hurnourohe related it 
cover with fo mugh wit, in fuch admircble language, and 
ocliifhed and enforced it with fuch appropriate acti, bi 


Bas 
‘ 7 ak ti» oO 
end aa = chara¢ LA is 
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Litter rye Ph eee 


utterance, and emphelis—that it rivetted, as you law, the atten, tha 

tion ot all his auditors, and extorted laughter even from Turkih he 

gravity.” val 
“© But how came he to break off fo fuddenly ?” faid I, af 
6 Thi ed my friend, * isa part of the art of his Dro. | 

thont hich he could not live: nitas he Be ts to a mot 

SS raftine part of the Htory, when he has wound t e 1magina. 

tion of bis anditcrs wp to the highel ‘atovase of Pineda he-¥ 4 


4%? of, tase e 
; rt} a 

Ge rola 

° 

sb 

3 


* 


| breaks oif to make them eager ior the reit. He is 
fare to have them all nez:t day, with additional nv mmbers who come 
@: their report, ard he makes dus terns to finifh the flory.” 

by then,” ipterrupted 1,“ why did oe r who remedied 


$e WN I 
belund fall difputing *” 

“ That I will « x lain to you” faid he, * Ju‘tas he broke off, 
Caffem the mifer (who, a5 far 2s 3H beard, feems as wel! drawn as 


Wiolicre’s Avare), having already fuffered a theuiand whimfical é 
ne ag es and dilap dations of = Bsa is sa ught. before th | 
Gadi to: ak ; , on the pretump tion that he was 
Gieging for r#afure. . As foon as the hiflcrian was gone, they . 
firft aio uded him, and then-b: gan to ¢ tcufs his ftory, which the "a 
one and all aere when they came to 1 
talk or the prebable ifiue of the fequel of tt, there was almoft a t 
many Opinions ; were men in company ; each maintained 


; ? ns oa : 
h: bt Ow fi, and the Vy W c nit To iNet © erh Cc: ic > avo \ Oi ] {ayy abc out —_— 
j e 


Ww 
qc? 
‘ 
C 


= 1 
whemthe chance is a thouland to one, tha t not on : of then: was ' 
near the mark. One im particular furmifed that Caflem would ta 


married to the > Cadi's da uchter, which gave great offence to 
Loi ie, and rouled a rer of the Reig pais! to declare, that he 


vas well «ffured in his confcience, that Caffem would be brought 
to the baftinado or the ikake, or elle eocat in the lequel.”’ 
. 


‘ | 4 ie 4} ‘ : 5 ° ron? x7 > 7 anil + 
‘6 And is it polirbie,”’ faid i, * that 2 ait or twenty or tilrty 
rational beings can be fo far bereft of all common fenie, as to 
i °° bite oo . m.. ] p ae | Re i 
difpute upon the refult of a contingency, which ablolutety .de- 


- 
a 


} and “ " gar ey nr j t eoeuh « -*ry7 ; 
pencs On che a ru ivi “ar yY ian ~ 7 ot cil > chine ywle aged fabric oe ct 


te feho is e*s 
C’cf vrai, Monfieur, and thereby they demonftrate the power 
ofthe poet (fer peet we may well call him;) and entre. nous, 
Goubt whether it is not more rational, as well as more fai, te 
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BE difpute what the detouement dught to be before’ thaw after the 
Ith; iwventor of the piece has difpofed of it,as tsthe praciice withrus. 
and BH when he has once fittifhed his fate, you will find them all con- 
it MF sent, and the voice of criticifm filent.. Nowin France or Fingiand, 
and BB yur critics lie perdue, in order to-attack the poet, let hin finilh 
iy his performance how he may. Bit you'will'recolleét, Monficur, 
be: that in Turkey, criticifin is the honeft fontaneous ifue of the 
ch heart, and with us is a trade, where fometimes lucre, fometimes 

vanity, but oftener than bothenvy and malice, direct the dee - 
“ ofien,. and difpofe to cavil and cenfure. 
rt. 


Nile 
he] 
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¢ LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF A MAGAZINE.” 
ed 





SIRs. 
if | 
e I AM a man of genius, who, like many others of theifsme- 
al clafs, am fometimes in want of a little cafl, It is poflible, fir, 
Ki you may be fometimes in neéd of a little of my affiftance in my 
. technica! capacity ; and, as I fhail at all times be glad of your 
by Mfiftance in fupplying my deficiencies, we may, 1f you pleafe, 
y efablith a correfpondence that may be advantageous to us both. 
“ With that view I make offer of my fervices, whenever you chufe . 
F to call for them. : 
a My genius, fir, is not.confined to any particular line : It takes 
: in the whole bounds of nature. I have already written, with 
the higheft applaufe, on- hiltory, politics, aftronomy, and ethics ; 
’ on gecgraphy, law, phyfic, agriculture, and the military art: 
: «but my forte is. poetry, and the belles lettres.. What kitid of 
: poctry do you like beit? Js it the elegiac ? I give you a‘ imall. 


fpecimen in that ftrain.— 
Breathe fuit, ye treezes ! gently breathe, aw» sl 
And {cent with fweets thé balmy gale ; 
) Sufpend thy note, Sweet Philomel, 
And liften to my tender tale 
7 Dut I mufi not give you the tale, till I receive you know whate. 
Fiere follows a fpecimen of the paftoral ftrain, “which pechaps . 
may betier uit your tafte, 
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of perifhing in a.ftorm. The firit effet of calamit tyyfayh 
celebrated writer, is to ftrengthen the foul, and the fecond is, @ 
melt it down. It is becaufe the firft emotion in man, under the 

’ prefiure of calamity , is to rile up to ers the Deity; and ql 
iecond, to fall back in phyfical wants.. [his daft offece is thag 


. 


of reflection; but the moral and lublime fentunent, alinef 
aiways, takes poflefiion of the heart, at ght ct a magnilices 
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ACCOUNT OF A TURKISH STORY TELLER, “aie. 
g kin 
3 Pees fir pt 


l'rem Late Travels thrsuch Turkey. 


ro Po dae Bip tk 


gel 
e _ more 
Ors cay a fri iend (a3 french ge ntlema n} who e! fcort ed meg tel 


through tue sxe 1, called to draw me out with him for a-walk ; he ? 
,* fad. 4) hie apis 1 to fhew me fome of the caravantferas. objerving ) al 
that he thor ught t 1 fhould be entertained with a view of them ae 
agreed to eo - and he brought me to CWO; which, ater | he ha ‘ 
Jivewn to me and EXF Pa th cir principle, police, and etiquette, see 
Tcould not help admiring and approv Inge To be th thete were | 


*. 


re 
7 . . 
@tiecnica €atiy o-houles aud coffee-houl €s, and Cvery @ppel idage 
A 


‘pow 


7 ad and 

that could re nder them convenient and comfortable. As we # 

were about.Jeaving the laff, | obferved iny friend ftop vied liften # will 

; gitentively. ‘Come hither,” taid b ey after a minute’s paule; ae 
“ come into tlascotice-houle, ee e is fomething going forward { 


, 


that 8: lay anu de y ou. 
We accordi: n¢ ly entered the cofice-houfe, where we fawa 


pty 


number of peop le, {0 ig feated in the Tarkifh fafhion, fome on a 
low ftools, and iome flanding; and in the mid Idle a man walking : 
to and fro, {pea aking 1 in an aus dible voice, fon etn mes llowly, iomes 4 
times with rapidity, ary ing his tones eccafionally wit all the sn 
inheCiions of a correfp vonding fenfe, le coul not underitand . 
bun, but he feemea to me to {peak with * good emphafis apd a 
good difcretion :"’ His action was ealy to him, though exprefiive " 
and emphat ical; and his countenance exibited ftroti ¢ marks of a 
eloquent expreiiion. I could not help f{taring with aftonifbment thy 
P ata feene {fo new to me, and iele great sept oe at the th 
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is unierftand a fingle word he faid. Me was liflenel to bywll 
with gre at attention, an dthe ‘Tu ‘ks ( albeit not uted to the laugh. 
jag mood) mequentty betayes {tis ng fympto ns of ribility 
‘Hot in the heic ght and torrent of his {peech he broke fuddenty off, 
fanoered sat of the door and dilappeared; I fet it down 
that he was a rapes or lunatic of an ingenious kind, and-was 
for going : away Stay,” fays my frie sf ‘¢ reft where you are 
fora few minutes ; let us hear further.” 

The orator had fcarcely been asta three minutes, when the 
wom was filled with the buz of converfation, a word of which | 
guld not underftand, but which my guide liftenee to bed / atten- 
fvely. At length the buz began to grow loud, and foon in- 


Sealed into clarnour - whena ent eniued of fo very ludicrous 


gkind as forced me to vive n my handkerchief into my mouth to 
frpprefs a laugh, or at le aft fo to ftifle it as to avisid obiervation. 
jn ‘hort, they were diiputing violently, and their beards were, » 
#1 once before mention 4 to you, ALL Wacctnc, Ibecame 


pore convalfed with mirth ; and my friend lecing that I was 
likely to give offence, took the under the arm, and hurried m+ 


gut of the coffee-houte : we retired into a porch in the caravan 


‘fera, where 1 gave vent to my fuppreffed laughter till my fides 


were fore, and my eyes ran tears. 

“ In the name of God, my friend,” faid I, “tell me what is 
the meaning of all that extravagant fcene te which we have juli 
pow been witnefs: who is that madman that fooke fo much? 
and why did they all quarrel after he went away ?” 

“ Come, come,” faid he, * let us retire to my houfe, and | 
will there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to 
ending. “4 

{ accordin: gly accompanied hin home, where we found a very 
gay circle afleinbled, to whom he eheribed my aftonith: nent ; 
recounting my immoderate laughter, till they all langhed v very 
hea! ly as imi n oderately as my felt. 

* You muft know,” faid he, addreffing himfelf to me, “that 
he whom you took to be a madman, is one ot the moft celebrated 
COmpoters and tellers of {tories in Alia, and only wants the aid of 
printing, to be perh: aps as eminent in reputation for making 
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celebrated writer, is to ftrengthen the foul, and the fecond is, t 


melt it down. It is becaufe “the firft emotion in man, under the | 
prcefiure of calam rity, is to rile up toward the Derry > and the ;. 


“ - 


iecond, to fall back in phyfical wants. This inft effect is thag! 
of reflection; but the moral and fublime fentiment, alin} 
aiways, takes poflefiion of the heart, at fight cf a magnificent” 


mO 
ee ee * 
Qacsitb i’ccion. 








ACCOUNT OF A TURKISH STORY TELLER, 


> * NO Let y . Pp 7 Agee ae . TED ae 
rem Lete Traveis thrsuga Turkey 


% 


Rf 4 . , ne a r te bie 1 a4 a ¢ \ — = 4 ’ 
€).. KE day a friend (a French gentleman) who efccrted ms 


hrough the town, called:to draw me ovt with him for a walk ; he 
faid, a wifhed to fhew me foie of the caravanferas, cbferving 
that he thought I fheuld be entertained with a view of them, 
I agreed to go; and he brought me totwo, se after he had 
Hiewn to ine and explainea el. cir principle, police, and et nettes 
i could not help adiniring and approving. To both thefe were 


t 


atiacil ed ear Ing ; -houles < ud coffee-! 0u; '€Sy and every appendage 
tha : 


r 


© 

SS ~ a 

t go nid render them convenient and comfortable. As we 
were about. waving the laft, lobferved my friend flop and liften 


+ 


attentively. ‘Come hither,” faid he after a minute’s paule j 
: come into eh epee, here is fomething going forwar 
tuat may amuic you. 

We according ly entered the cofiee-houfe, where we fawa 
number of people, fome feated in the Tarkifh fafhion, fome oa 
low ftools, ard fome flanding; and in the middle aman walking 
to and fro, {peaking in an audible voice, fometimes flowlv, tomes 
times with rapidity, vary ing his tones eccafionally wit th all the 


infleGiions of a correfponding fenfe, I could not underftand 
kun, oe he leened to me to on wit h “good emphatis and 


Ae 


: ~ oy"? *arne? Dire ‘ } ; 
good rae rei O04 4 + His 10 Was eal LU bun, though , xP refiive 
and i Oa ; and a countenance exibited ftrong marks of 
= ~“s%<% j “se } . - {i ar ~_- _ $1 sf 
eloquent expreilion. I could not help ftaring with aftonifhment 
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not ard erftand a fingle word he faid. MMe was] ened te Dyamil 


ith great attention, Sand the ‘Lurks (albeit not uled to the i@ laugh. 


ing mood) frequently betrayed {tr ong fymptons of rilibility 4 
hat in the height and torrent of his freee h he broke fuddently off, 


angered out of the door and dilappeared, I fet it down 


- ghat he: was ‘a maniac or lunatic of coe ingenious kind, and was 


for going away. Stay," fays my fries ad ‘“ reft where you are 
for a few antes let us hear further. 

The orator had {carcely been gone three minutes, when the 
room was filled with the buz of ‘converfation, a word of which | 
could not underftand, but which my guide liftened to une atten- 
poy: At length the buz began. to grow loud, and foon in- 

Bea(ed 3 into clamour : - whena fent eniued of fo very ludicro 
Rind as forced me to cram my handkerchief into my mouth to 

prefs a laugh, or at leaft fo to {tifle it as to avoid obfervation: 


‘3-4 
ue 


dn thort, they were diiputing violently, and their beards were, : 


# 1 once before mentioned to you, ALL wascinc. Ibecame 


qore convulfed wit h mirth; and my friend feeing that I was 


likely to zive offence, took me under the arm, a hurried m-+ 
out of the coffee-houfe ; we retired into a porch in the caravan- 
fera, where I gave vent to my fuppreffed laughter till my fides 
were fore, and my eyes ran tears. , 

“ In the name of God, my friend,” faid I, “tell me what is 
the meaning of all that extravagant fcene to which we have jai 
now been witneis: who is that madman that lpoke io much? 
and why did they all quarrel after he went away ?” 

“‘ Come, come,” faid he, ** let us retire to my houfe, and 
will there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to 
ending.” 

{ accordingly accompanied hin home, where we found a very 
gay circle affein bled, to whom he deteribed 3 my aftonithment : 
recounting my immoderate laughter, till they all laughed very 
hearly as iminoderately as myfelf. | 

“ You muft know,” faid he, addrefling himfelf to me, “ that 
he whom you took to be a madinan, is one of the molt ce Jebrated 


1 ext 


compoters ‘and tellers of {tories in Afia, and only wants the aid of 
pfinting, to be perhaps as e: eat in reputation for making 
Conr2s, as Marmontel, or Madame D’ Anois. As we paifed 
along I heard his voice, and, knowing it, refolved to let you fee 
him. and brought you in tor the purpofe. ve was éntert: ain ing 
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that is; 2 corpféanerely;the fight of it would fhock rather thay” 
pleafe. them. : How.atraid are moft-of them at. the thought of 
death ? Po this phyfical idea, then, fome. moral fentiment muft 
undoubtedly be-unstéd.: Phe voluptuous melancholy | refuting 
from it arifesy like every other attradtive failetion, from, the 
harmony of the two: oniilen principles; . fromthe Sesitiment of 
eur fleeting exiftetice, and of that of our mmorvality; which 
aiid coderhclling the laft,habuthtion»ef mankind, 1A tems ia 
monument weted on the ggndines of the two worlds. 

It firft prefents to us tW&-end of the vain difquietudes of lif 
and the image of everlafting repofe: it afterwards awakens in 
us the confuledJentiment.oh»apbleigdammortality, the probabi 
lities of which grow ftronger and flronger, in proportion as the 
perfon whofe memory is recalled was a virtuous character. It 
1s there that our venerationmfixes. . And. this is fo-unqueftionably 
true, that though there be no difference between the duit of 
Nero and that of Socrates, no one would grant a place fin Hs 

‘eto the remains of the Roman. Emperor, were they 
fited even"in a filver’ urns? whereas: every. one. would exhibit 
thefe of? the philofofopher in the moft honourable place of his 
beft apartment; were they ‘contained jin only a vaferof clay. 

erty is from this intellectual! inftin@, therefore. in favour of vir 
tue, ‘that the tombs of great. men iedpire us with a veneracion f 
affecting. From the fame fentimen: too it is, that thofe which 
contain objects that have been lovely excite fo much pleafing @§ 
gret; for, as we fhall make appear prefently, the attractions 
lovesarifé entirely’ out of the appearatices of virtue. “. Hencet 
is that we are moved-at the fight of the little hillock whiche- 
vers the afhes of an amiable mfant,’ fromthe recollection of itt 
innocerce; hence, again, it is, that we are melted imto tender 
nefs on contemplating the tomb in which is laid to repoie a you 
female, the deiight and the hope of her family, by reafon of bi 
virtues. In ordes to render fuch monuments interefting and re 
pectable, there is no teed of bronzes, marbles, and gilding 
The more fimple that they are, the more energy they comm 
nivate to the fentiment of melancholy. They produce a mot 
powerful effect, when poor rather than rich, antique rather tha 
modern, witli details of misfortune ratherthan with titles of le 
hour, with the attribuces of virtue rather than with thofe of powt 
It isin the country,’ principally, that their impreffion makes # 
felf felt in a very lively ‘manner. A‘ fimple, unorname 
grave there, caufes more tears ‘to flow than the gaudy {plendot 
of a cathedral interment. There it is that grief aflumes 
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pity ; it afcends with the aged yews in the church-yard; it 
extends with the furrounding hill sand plains mane 5 ttle lk wat 

all the efleéts of Nature, with the dawning of the morn Ng, the : 
purmuring of the winds, the fetting of the fon and tl = daakoae 


iis» 


the might. 
Labour the molt oppretlive , and humiliation the moft degrad- 


inc, are incapable of extinguilhing the 1 impreiiion of this demti- 
ment in the breafte of even the moft milerable of mankind. 
& During the fpace of two years,” days Father du Tertre, ‘ our 
1M & yeoro Dy ontinick, after the death of his wile, never failed, fur 
#4 fingle day, as oe as he wien from the piace of his em- 
« ployment, to take the little bay d girl which he had by her, 
# and to conduct them to the grave jet e deceafed, over which 
« he fobbed and wept before them, for more than half an hour 
“together, while the poor children frequently caught the in- 
“fection of his forrow.”* What a funeral oration for a wile 
aud a mother! This nan, however, was nothing but a wretched 
fave. : 

There farther refults, from the view “ ruins, peg he ‘m- 
finent, independent of all reflection: 1t1 pat of heroifin. 
Great cenerals have oftener than once employed their — 
der to exalt the courage of their ‘fold 8 rs. Alexander 
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1 perfuaied his avnvy, loaded with { the fpoils of Perha, to burn their 
igeace ; and the moment that the ot was applied, they are 
, fon tipiee to follow him all over the world. Wiiti. 1125 ih uke of 
FB Nor nand vy, as foon as he had Janded his troops on England, itt 
 feto his cwn fhips, anc the conaueft of the king ln Vr aes 
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- About twelve Italian miles from Naples, feven from a 
and one from the fea-coaft, lies the city Pompeii; in like man, 

ner buried and again difcovered. This city was not covered by 
the lava, but only by the fiery alhes of Veilvius. er. 
here and at Stabia, every thing is in far better prefervation thay 
at Herculanum; where the heavy load of the lod has 
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a number of the precious TR n= Mera demolifhed others; 

a war'with four horfes: harnefied to it, 

which ftood upon 7 
The fot where Pa under the earth, has always beeq 


known; fince it mas ied a round trench which ceectall 
from the amphitheatre. The beautiful capitolium, as wells 
the remains of the fuperb amphitheatre, concur in evincing the § 
great populoufnefs, the opulence, the power.and.grandeur of the 
city Pompei, which ts 3680 paces in circumference. This city is | 
mow uncovered, and ftands under the open fky ; for which a great 
‘many vineyards that were over it, were totally deftroyed. The 
main ftreet of the city, running in a direct line through he centre, 
is found, and dug out from one end to the other. It 1s quite clear, 
and has a noble effect. 
Here it is that the fineft drawings have been difcovered. ge 
which the female dancers, together with the centaurs are he 
refteem than any others.. Amongft the numerous quae § 
tity of written books, hitherto none have been found but plhilow, 
ical and moral treatifes. However, as there are many rolls 
as yet unopened, the unfolding of which goes on but a it 
a5 not impollible that in time, we may hear of a difcovery being & 
made of the loft books of Livy, or Diodorus Siculus, of Thee.. 
pompus, or the tragedies of Sophocles, Euripides, &c. ) 
Stabia, or Stabiz, the third city, lies a great way farther fil 
from Vefuvins; and confequently has failéred che leaft. It. 
ftood exactly where the prefent Gragnano is. The city was 
laid wafte by Sylla; and in the time of Pliny there were only #. 
pleafure-houfes at this place. Galen informs us, that the Ro- : 
mans reforted hither for ufing the milk diet ; and at this very BB Ge 
day the milk of thefe parts is in great reputation. Be for 
‘Here are fo many remarkable particulars, that the place is 9 me: 
highly worth the infpection of every man of tafte. But, as Pom i feff 
peii and Stabia lie at fome diftance from Naples, they are vifited 9 der 
by fcarcely any foreigners except the Englith; whofe laudable 9 of | 
euriolity in rezard to every objeét of information makes them J fon 
fight whatever difficulty may he in their way. A difference of [i the 
twelve or twenty Ftalian miles is of mo moment to them. 
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~ Alchough much is already done in tne taree abovementioned 

ties; yet difcoveries ftill remain to be made fufficient to em- 

igy the coming century. At Pozzuolo, Baia, Cuma, Bife-~ 

gam, atid other places, where the opulent Romans were wont to 

have'their magnificent country houles, as great treafures may 

probably be dug up, as in thefe three Roman cities; and difco< 

veries may be.made at much lefg expence. But no private mam 

| BE is permitted to make any confiderable pit, that all difco« 
}  veries may be referved for te : 








THE PLEASJRE OF TOMBS. 
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HERE are no monuments more interefting than the tombs 
of men, and efpeciallythole of c@r own anceftors. It is 
remarkable, that every nation, in a ftate of nature, and even the 
greateft part of thofe which are civilized, have made the tombs of 
their forefathers, the centre of their devotions, and an effential 

| partof their religion. . From thefe, however, muft- be excepted 
h the people whofe fathers rendered themfelves odious.to their 
#h'ldren by a gloomy and {vere education, I mean, the weftern 
and fouthern nations of Europe. This religious melancholy is 
diffufed every where elfe. - The tombs of progenitors are, all 
m over China, among the p:incipal embel!ifhments of the fuburbs 
of their cities, and of the hils in the country. They form the 
moft powerful bonds of p:triotic affection among favage nations. 
When the Enropeans have fometines propofed to thefe.a change 
of territory, this was their reply: “ Shall we fay to the bones of 
“our fathers, arife, and accompany us to a foreign land?” 
They always confidered this objection as tnfurimountable. 
Tombs have furnifhed, to the poetical talents of Youmg and 
Gefner, imagery the moft enchanting. Our voluptuaries, whe 
| mes recur tothefentiments of Nature, have fa¢titious monu- 
ments erected in their gardens. _ ‘lhe are not, it muft be con- 
feffed, the tombs of their parents. But whence could they have 
“rived this fentiment of funeral melancholy,,ia the very midft, 
of pldafure? Muft it not have been from the perfuafion that 
fomething {till fubfifts after we are gone! Did a tomb fuggeft to 
imagination only the idea of what it i deligned tocontain, 
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A SUCCINCT ACCOUNT OF HERCULANUM, © 
POMPEL, AND STABIA. 


(WRITTEN FROM NAPLES.) 


Proare: end Refina are two places lying contiguous, in 2 


flat country, five Italian miles from the fouth eaft fide of Naples, 
The royat palace forms 
ha Naples is called Portici, and that which runs on the 
other fide, Refina. The whole together compofes a populous 
well-built city, continually enlarging from year to year; a 
much money is fpent here annually by Englith travellers. 






Portici and Refina are built on the lava; and beneath thee & 


two places is buried the great Roman city Herculanum. That 
this isreally Hereulanum, and no other city, the many infcrip. 


tions and monuments’ of various kinds that are conftantly found 


there leave no room to doubt. Petronius calls it Hercul's Por. 
ticum, from whence its prefent name Portici takes its rife, Lifts 


have been found, that fhew there were nine hundred taverns or 


blic houfes in the city: from which circumftance we are en 
abled to form fome judgment of its magnitude. 

In the firft year of the reign of Titus, at that horrible erup- 
tion of mount Vefuvius, Herculanum was firft covered by the 
burning afhes of the mountain, and the violent torrents which 
the afhes drove along with them into the city. Then the fiery 
ftream, or the lava, burft forth, which took its courfe towards 
Herculanum, and formed:a kind of incruftation over the whole 
city, under which the houfes and temples lay buried. The m- 
habitants by that time had been able to fave their lives and the 
moft valuable effets by flight. 

The firft difcovery of the city was made about the year 1711, 
by the prince d’Elbeuf, -who. was going to build a country feat 


on’ the fea’coaft. He caufed the‘lava to be perpendicularly J 
broke through, tor the purpofe of finking a well. The labour- 
ers came at length to the theatre of the fubterranean city, and | 


ftruck upen the point of the femi-circle between two ftair-cafes. 
Here ftood three excellent ftatues, which the prince d’Elbeuf, 
with great pains and expence, caufed to be brought above 
ground. News of this tranfaction being carried to the Auftria 
vice-roy at Naples, count Daun, (for at that time the two Sic- 
dies were ftill appurtenances to’ the houle ef Auftria) he folenuly 


ftition between them; the freer I 
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forbad.amy farther tefearch by diggings) and aypropriated to hiin- 
felfy. as it was reafonable for him to do,’ the three images alteady 
found, which he foon after niade. a -prefent.of toprince Engénes 
_ after whofe death they’ were fold te-the king of: Poland for 4ix 
‘thosfand six dollars) cou? mt a etait prate evi” te Loe nod 
» Wheit the late king of Spain at that-time king of ‘the. twe 
Sicilies,' had built himfelf a fummer palace at Portici; thatvat. 
tentive monarch, in the year 1738, had: the abovementioned 


+i well made deeper and widewseliiagieng'>, with inexpreffible 
labour, they came tothe middle ‘theatre, which lay atithe 


depth of more than one hundred. Roman palms* under the: furs 
face of the earth. Toeetott 

» The incredible magnificence of the theatre excited in the late 
abbe Winkelinann an ardent defire to fee it free, and entwely 
t cleared from the fiery afbes which had forced their way into every 
part of it, and were nearly inaftate of petrifaction. However, 
he was not indulged in bis wifh. Whereas thofe who now travel 
to Portici, may enjoy that glorious fight.~ Even the ftage, or 
the place where the aCiors came on axl performed their parts, is 
at prefent perfect}y cleared of the petrified afhes. It would 
have been a happinefs to Winkelmann, s he often faid, if he 
could but have beheld-the entire flage. It is much to be la 
‘mented, that the lava is not broken away which covers thedep- 
permoft part of the theatre, and that fo the whole of the fump- 
’ tucus edifice, which can new only be feen by the light of torches 
: and lanterns, might be viewed in open day. This uncovering 
! of it would éoft no. more than the kitchen-garden. of the Augad- 
tine-barefoots, which lies jufi over the theatre.) But the gene- 
rality of travellers, when. they with ‘to fee Hereulanum entirely 
uncovered, do not confider that this is impofliblestebe effefted, 
‘Without entirely demolithing the populous towns of , Portici and 
Refina, ‘The moft-of:the ftreets of the city of Herculanum are 
already dug ot ; many of the houfesftand entirely free, and may 
bé completély viewed’on every fide. At firft it-appears very 
furprifing to travellers to take walks about the fireets of a Roman 
city, between. 60-and 70. feet under theearth, by the light of 
‘tapersy with, the Roman-buildings in: full view on: boty fides. 
However, bere-and there, a houfe is crufhed or otherwifé ine 
jured by the weight of the Java. 
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-¢* A Roman palm contains 12 Roman inches, of © 3-4 
Englihy or 8 1-4 French inches, ‘ 
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fourths of the globe, if he had not contrived to fabricate the bow 
and harpoon, and to eonftruct a canoe, to go in queft of fith, 


His exiltence is founded on the deftruction of a multitude of & 


animals, 


But laws intervene to eftablifh order in the moral world, +6 
which the -phyfical world is at laft fubjeéted. Laws eftablith © 
agriculture, induftry, commerce, and the fcience of govern. 


ment. Labour procures man enjoyment, and puts him in pof. 
feflion of all the fertility of the earth: the fruit becomes the 
property of hun who planted the tree. The arts, in their train, 
siuultiply the productions, and difplay the liberality of nature, 
Man was entitled to every enjoyment; he was rendered happy. 


‘The laws of policy agreed fometimes with thofe of natural mo-~ 


rality ; all kinds of governments protected the induftry of citi- 
zeus, and eftablifhed juftice as the only means of encouraging 
jabour ; finally, man, born to a&t, to enjoy all the advantages 
which he can procure by the exercife of his phyfical and morak 
facul.ies, owed his happinefs to the primeceval laws, almoft all 
eriginally caft in juft and ufeful moulds. : 
‘he ftate of man was not then a ftate of war, as Hobbes pre. 
‘tends. His primitive ‘chara&ter difpofed him to anxiety, and 
eonfequently to union. We cannot imagine freemen, fcattered 
at great intervals over the globe, and feeking their mutual det- 
truétion. . They would rather avoid each other, ’till fome rela- 
tion fhould occur between them, and then would become more 
clofely conneéted than the individuals of a polithed fociety. 
No fufficient reafon can be difcovered to prompt them to mutual 
maflacre. 
Far from wondering how men could colleét in fociety, we are 


aftonifhed that they could fubfift a moment in the ftate of nature. | 


Inftinét did not give birth to general fociety, but only to par- 
ticular aflcciations; and thefe conneétions are the moft inti. 
mate. } , | 

General fociety is only a flow aggregation of particular fo- 
eieties. When the general fociety difunites, that is, when the 
Spirit of faQiion begins, it is the fame focial love (who would at 
firft believe it!) which beingtoo confined in its objects, becomes 
pernicious. This deftrouying principle fprings from the natural 
affeGtions, fince it often diflolves focigties by the fame laws by 
which it formed them. It is the fame propenfity which ads 
blindly; it is a legitimate paflion, but which, from its being il 
directed or too violent, engenders facticns. 


Men, far from efleeming each other equal, are all difpofed 


to recognize a chief, from whom they are willing to receive 
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laws. They all feel the neceflity of government ; they difce. 
ver iaftinétively, that extreme liberty would produce extreme 
diforder; and human inftitutions are pofitively the inftitutions 
of nature. 

Ifit were impoffible for man to meliorate his condition, what 
advantage could he derive from that underftanding which’ dif- 
tinguifhes him from the brutes, He. fet up a government, be- 
caule he felt himfelf governed by his paflions; he flretched out 
his hands to the enlightened many, becaufe he felt himfelf igno- 
rant, and judged that his inclination, direéted by the intelligence 
of another, would be enabled to approach the natural order of 
things with greater certainty. 

Let us not fuppofe that the principles of government-are one 
of thofé chimeras engendered in the. depths of metaphyfics. The 
author of nature, after diffufing order on all fides, left not te 
ehance the lot of humanity. Man, called to live in focietyy 
carries in his own breal{t the faculty of perceiving its moral laws, 
of combining them, of weighing their real utility in practiceg 
and by confidering thofe which can moft influence his happinefS, 
to fofm them at laft into the fcience of government: by ex 





| amining thofe which moft influence the mind, this knowledge, | 


thé moft effential to man, muft carry him to a high pitch of per, 
fection, after par ng long wandered in the arts of curiofity. 


| Truth every day advances a ftep; and after fo much light is 


ftruck out, fo many reflections acquired on this fubjeét,  theré 
will undoubtedly refult a brighter picture, of which we fhall be 
enabled to compfehend the defign and the plan. The fpirit of 
philofophy will then have reafon to boaft its having begun thé 


-happinefs of the whole human race. 


The origin of that fociety which we are in fearch of, is‘ to be 
found among the wandering tribes of the new world. There we 
behold low man affociates with man, and there we perceive the 
foundation of laws, the plan of legiflators, and their views’ cons 
fined to the prefent moment. 

Chieftans or leaders have every where preceded law-givers, 
becaufe the abufe of reafon is prior to,the ufe of it. After fuf- 
fering culamities through weaknefs, or ignorance, men grow 
wile by their neceflities. 

The individual will is often fufpicious, but the general willis 
always good, and can never deceive. By what fign fhall we 
Know it? By the open call of the general and common intereft, 
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laws. They all feel the neceflity of government ; they difce. 
ver iaftinétively, that extreme liberty would produce extreme 
diforder; and human inftitutions are pofitively the inftitutions 
of nature. 

If it were impoffible for man to meliorate his condition, what 
advantage could he derive from that underftanding which’ dif- 
tinguifhes him from the brutes,. .He. fet up a government, be- 
caule he felt himfelf governed by kis paflions; he flretched out 
his hands to the enlightened man, becaule he felt himfelf igno- 
rant, and judged that his inclination, direéted by the intelligence 
of another, would be enabled to approach the natural order of 
things with greater certainty. 

Let us not fuppofe that the principles of government are one 
of thofé chimeras engendered in the. depths of metaphyfics. The 
author of nature, after diffufing order on all fides, left not to 
ehance the lot of humanity. — called to live in focietyy 
carries in his own breaft the faculty of perceiving its moral laws, 
of combining them, of weighing their real utility in praticeg 
and by confidering thofe which can molt influence his happinefS, 
to fofm them at laft into the fcience of government: by ex- 
amining thofe which moft influence the mind, this knowledge, | 
thé moft effential to man, muft carry him to a high pitch of per, 
fection, after paying long wandered in the arts of curiofity. 


@ Truth every day advances a ftep; and after fo much light is 


ftruck out, fo many reflections acquired on this fubject, theré 


| will undoubtedly refult a brighter picture, of which we fhall be 


enabled to comprehend the defign and the plan. The fpirit of 
philofophy will then have reafon to boalt its having begun thé 


-happinefs of the whole human race. 


The origin of that fociety which we are in fearch of, is’ to be 
found among the wandering tribes of the new world. There we 
behold low man affociates with man, and there we perceive the 


| foundation of laws, the plan of legiflators, and their views cons 
- fined to the prefent moment. 


Chieftans or leaders have every. where preceded law-givers; 
becaule the abufe of reafon is prior to,the ufe of it. After fuf- 
fering calamities through weaknefs, or ignorance, men grow 
wile by their neceffities. 

The individual will is often fufpicious, but the general willis 
always good, and can never deceive. By what fign fhall we 


p Snow it? By the open call of the general apd common intereft, 
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with the ‘Antigone of Sophocles. You will heve the pleafure of 
heating two anlictinadiien Theodorus and Ariftodemus. 

Philotashad fcarcely ended, before a herald, after commanding 
filence, proclaimed + det the chorus:of Sophocles advance. This 
was to announce the piece, and a perfect + Gilence enfued. The 
theatre reprefented the veftibule of the palace of 'Creon, king of 
Thebes... Antigone and Imene, daughters‘ of Q: dipus, opened 
the fcene in aad Their declamation appears natural, faid I; 
but their veice furprifes me. W hat are the names of thefe two 
actrefles ?—-Theodorus and Ariftodemus, aniwered Philotas ; for 
here no women appear on the flage. -.A- moment after, a chorus 
ef aged ‘Thebans entered, arranged three in front and five deep, 
walking with meafured fieps, and celebrating im melodious fongs, 
the victory juit gained by the Thebans over Polynices, brother of 
Antigone. 

The plot now infenfibly ssiighibed Ey ery thing I faw and 
heard was fo novel to me, that my attention inereafed each iuftant 
with my furprife. ..Hurried along by the enchantment that fur- 
ycunded me, I feemed to be in the midft of Thetes. I beheld 
Antigone pay the tribute of funeral duties to Polynices, in 
defpite of the rigoreus prohibition of Creon.. I faw the tyrant, 
deaf to the prayers of his fon, the virtucus Eamon, wiicm. fhe 
was on the point of efpoufing, order’ her to be violently dragged ' 
into a dark cavern, which appeared at the bottom of the ftage, 
and which was to become her tomb», Prefently, terrified with 
- the menaces of heaven, he advanced towards the cavern, whence 

ufued the moti dxeadful groans. - They were the groans of his 
fon, holding, in clofe embrace the wretched Antigone, who had 
term} ‘pated. her, miferies by the fatal knot.. The’ prefence of 
Creon irritates his fury 5. he draws his fword agatnft bis father; 
then piercing hunfelf witht. falls at the feet of his miftrefs, ia 
whofe arms he remains locked till he expires, 

Almoft all thefe. tragic events paffed as it were before my eyes, 
or rather a-happy diftance mitigated their horror.» What 
thenis that art that makes me at once experience fo much pam 
and pleafure; - that ftrongly fixes my attention on calamities, 
which, if realized, it would be mrpofhble for me to fuppert ? What 
amarvelous combination of illufions and realities! I flew to wt 
aid-of the two lovers; Idetefted the remorfele{3 author of thew 
forrows. ‘The moft.violent paflions rent my foul, without to 
menting it; and forthe firft time I found charms even in hatred. 

Thirty thoufand {pectators, mélting into teays, redoubled my 
emotion and delirium. How interefting didethe@princeis appear, 
when by the relentlels guards dragged towards the.cavern, h¢ 
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lofty and unconquerable foul, yielding to the imperious voice of 

: * Nature, for a fingle moment feemed to confels weaknels, anc 
_ gave utterance to thefe plaintive accents : 

4 -# Muft I then while yet alive, flowly defcend into the man- 
é fions of the dead? Shall Ino more behold the light of heaven ? 
; O tomb, O funeral bed, eternal habitation! There remains for 
i me but one hope: thou wilt ferve me as a paflage to rejoin my 
family, that difafterous family, of which I periil: the laft and the 
’ moft wretched. Again fhall 1 behold the authors of my being : 
j and they fhall again behold me with pleafure. And thou, Poly- 
nices, O my brother ! thou fhalt know that, to perform towards 
thee the duties prefcribed by nature and religion, I have facri- 
} 
) 


ficed my youth, my life, my nuptials, and whatever was deare/t 
to me in the world. - Alas! all abandon me in this calamitous 


moment. The Thebans infult my forrows. _ I have nota friend 
| from whom I can obtaina tear. 1 hear death who calls me, and 
the gods are filent.. What are my crimes? If my piety was a 
: crime I ought to-expiate it by my death. If my enemies are 
guilty, I wifh them no more dreadful punifhments than thofe 4 
| fuffer.” o> a : th ina 
‘The prize is not to be adjudged till after the reprefentation of - 
all the pieces. That of Sophocles was followed by fome others, ; 
to which I had no longer the power to liften. I hadno mere 
tears to fhed, no more attention to beftow. ah 














AN ESSAY ON MAN. 


Over the whole earth the want of fubfifience has Tiade 
man a covetous being ; every where it has put arms in his hand, 
at one time to difpute the grounds over-run_ with briars, at 
another the fields covered with corn, at another the retreat of 
the forefis and the uncertain furface of the ocean. Nature has 
commanded him to ftrip the globe or to perifh. He requires, 
fubftances for food, for cloathing, and for lodging: he has found 
means to tear iron from the bowels of the earth to fubdue the 
brute creation, and has turned againft himfelf that metal which 
gave him the dominion of the univerfe. It is nature which, 
beftowing a voracious appetite, has enjoined him the carnage 
ef other living creatures, ™" would die of bunger in three- 
a 
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Orv Max. © God! O angels of Heaven! Was that pone 


rous man your father ? 


: Yours Sueruerp. He had a fear liere—(pointirig to hig 
left cheek) he had been wounded with a lance ; perhaps it way 7 


wefore he carried you from the field. 
Oiv Man. His cheek was covered with blood when he bore 
me eff. Omy child! my fon! 3 
Younc Sueruerp, He died two years ago, and as he wag 
poor, I am forced for fubfiftence to keep thefe goats. The old 


nian him, and faid: Heaven he prais’d, I-can reeomé 
penfé thee for his generofity. Come, my fon, come with me} 
and jet fome other keep thy goats. f 


They defcended the hill together, and walk’d'towards thé 
eld man’s dwelling. He was rich in land and flocks, and € 
lovely daughter was his only heir. -My child, faid he to her, hé 
that fav’d my life was the father of this young fhepherd. If 
thon can'ft love him, I fhall be happy to fee you united-! ‘The 
young man was of an amiable perfon ; health and pleafure fhone 
in his countenance; locks of yellow gold fhaded “his forehead; 
ond rth te be eager eyes was foftened by a fweet modefty, 
‘The young maiden with an ingenuous referve, afked three me 
to.refolve ; but the third appear’d to hera very long one. ‘ 
gave her hand to the young fhepherd ; and the old man with 
tears of joy, faid to them: My blefling reft upon you my 
children: This day has made me the moft happy of mortals. ~“ 
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ACCOUNT OF THE ATHENIAN THEATRE. 
From Anacharfs’ Travels.* 


HAVE juft been to fee a tragedy; and in the confufed ftate 

of my ideas, hafiily commit to paper the impreflions it has made 
upon me. 

The theatre opened at break of day: I went thither with 

Philotas. Nothing can be fo majeftic as the frltview. On 


% In this interefting work, the author, the Abbe Barthe- 
lemi, fuppofes Anacnarfis, a Scythian philofopher, to arrive 
in Greece about the middie of the fonrth century befere 
the chriftian ewra, and that this work, which ailumes tlre 
form of a journal, was written by him du.ing his refidence 





there. By this meanshe is enabled to defcribe events, and 


the manners and cuftoms of the Grecians, with all th 
energy and perfpicuity of an eye witnefs. E. 
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ne fide we fee the ftage ornamented with fcenes executed by 
the ableft-artifts;.and on the other, a vaft amphitheatre lined 
with feats riling one above the other to a very great height ; 
with landing-places and ftairs, which, lengthened out, and inter* 
- fe@ting.each other at intervals, facilitate the communication, and 
divide the feats into feveral compartments, fome of which aré 
referved for particular cormmuuities and claffes of citizens. 

. The people flocked hither im crouds; they kept coming and 
going, aicending, defcending, ae laughing, prefling and 
pu‘hing each other, and braving the officers, who were runni 
about on all fides to maintain order. Amid this tumult, the 
nine archons, or chief magiftrates of the republic, the courts of 
juitice, the fenate of five hundred, the general officers of the 
army, the minifters.of the altars fucceflively arrived. Thefé 
different bodies occupied the lower feats: above them were 
placed all the young men who had attained ‘their eighteenth 
‘year. The women were ftationed ina place that kept them 
at a diftance from the men and the courtezans. ©The orcheftra 
was empty. That -was’ fet apart for emtlative contefts in 
poetry, mufic, and dancing, which take place after the repre- 
fentation of the pieces; for here all the arts are united to gratify 
all taftes. : } fin 

I faw fome Athenians who had purple carpets fpread: undef 
their feet, and were luxurioufly lolling on cufhions brought 
thither by their flaves; others, who before and during the re- 
prefentation, called for wine, fruit,.and bifcuits ; others again, 
who brifkly ftepped upon the benches to choofe.a commodious 
place, and take‘it from the perfon then occupying it. They 
have a right fo to do, faid Philotas. It isa diftin¢tion they 
have received from the republic, as a recompence for fervices. - 

Obferving that I was aftonifhed at the ntimber of ipeCtators; 
he told me they might amount to about thirty thoufand. The 
folemnity of thefe feftivals, faid he, attracts people from all parts 
‘of Greece, and diffufes a fpirit of delirium among the inhabitants 
ofthis city. For many days you will fee tlem negle& all bufinefs, 
deny themfelves fleep, and fpend part of the day here, without 
ever being fatiated with the variety of exhibitions. This pleafure 
has double charms for them, as they but feldom tafte it. The 
tompetition"of dramatic pieces takes place only at two other 
feftivals. But authors referve all their efforts for this. We are 
Promifed feven or eight new pieces. Domot be furprifed: every 
man in Greece who writes for the theatre is anxious to offer us 
the homage @BMis talents. Befides, we fometimes revive thé 
pieces of owr ancient authors ; and the lifts are about to be opened 
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inake this journey but-ence a year, anil this leg, as you fee. ity, 
frierid, is more honourable to me than-are to many theme 
firaight and active. I -don’t.doubt:-father, replied the fhepheg 
but it is*very hononrable to'you, theugh I dare jay another weul) 
be more ufeful, Without doubt you are ted. “Will you drink. 
fome milk from my goats, or tome of the freth ecileeians {pouts 
below from the hollow-of that rock ? © 

‘Orv Man. 1 fke the’ franknefs painted on thy-vifege. A 
Yntle freth water will be fufficient. If you-will bring it me hithe, 
you fhall hear the hiftory of this woeden'leg. ‘The young thep. 
Jserdran to the fountain and{eoen return’d. 

When the old man had quench’d his thirft, he faid : Let young 
geople, when they behold their fathers mained, and-eovered oe 
with {cars, adore the Almighty Power, and blefs’ their valour; 
for without that you would have bow’d your meéck beneath othe 

, inftead of thus bafking in the fun’s~warmth. and making-th 
‘choes repeat your joyfil notes. » Mirth andgatety inhabit thel 
hills and velhes, while your fongs refeund from one mountain te 
the other.» Liberty ! fweet liberty ! itis thou that poureft felicity 
on this bleffed land! All we fee around us is our own. We 
cultivate our own fields with pleafure. The crops we reap art 
ours, and the time of harveft is with hs rejoicing days. 

Younc Surenerp. He does not deferve to be a freeman 
who can forget that his liberty was purchafed with the blood ef 
his forefathers. 

Ox_pv Man. But-who in their place would net have done a 
they did? Everfince that bloody day of Nefels. Icore cnce each 
year to the top of this mountain, but I perceive that 1 am now 
come for the laft time. From trence I ftdl behold the order of 
the battle, where liberty mace ts conquerors. See. it was on that & 
fide the army of the enemy advanced. Thoufands of lanc® 

ittered at a diffince, with mare than two Inindred korfemenan 

miptnots armour. The plumes that fhaded their helmets noddad 
as they march’d, end theearth refeunded with the herfes’ holt 
Onr little troop*was already broke.” “We were bat ‘three or feat 
hundred men. ‘The cries ofthe defeat was re-echoed from every 
fide, atid the fmoke of Nefels “in Aames filled the valley. ai 
foréad with-horror along ‘the “mountains. “However. -at 
Eettom ofthe bil) where we ‘now ate, ourchief had placed bir & 
felt. Hewasthere. where thefetwo piresfhcotup fro the edged 
thatpointedrotk I think fee }imrnow. frrreunded by a frl§ 
hurber of warriors, firm, immovedble ;-and céling ro rd hint 


Gilperfed-trovgs. “I-hear'the’ refllirg ofthe faridard that 
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'd anithe air 3 it waslike the found of the wind that precedes 
a hurricane. From every fide they ran towards. him. Dot thou 
fee thofe, floods xufh, down from.,the mountains ? Stones, rocks, 
and trees o’erthrownyiin vain oppofe their courfe; they o’erleap 
or bear down all before them, and meet together at the bottom, 
in that'pool.. ‘So'we ran_to the cry of our general, cutting our 
way through the enemy. Rank’d around the hero, we mage a 
yow,and. God was our-witnefs, to conquer or todie. The enemy 
adyancing in order of battle, pour’d down impetuoufly. upon. us; 
we attackedthem inourturn. Eleven times wereturn’d to the 
charge, but always forced to retire to the fhelter of thele hifls, 
we there clofed our ranks, and became unfhakem as the rock by 
which’ we-wére! protected, At laft enforced by thirty Swils 
warriors, we fell fuddenly on the enemy, like.the fall of a moun- 
tain, or as fome mighty rock defcends, rolls through the foreft, 
and witha horrid crath lays wafte the trees that interrupt its 
courfe.; .On.every fide. the enemy, both horfe and foot, con- 
founded in a moft dreadful tumult, overthrew each other,to efcape 
gur rage. . Grown furious by the combat, we. trod under foot 
the dead and dying, to extend vengeance anddeath ftill further. 
I was inthe midit of the battle. ..A horfeman of the enemy in 
his fight rode-over.me,.and crubh’d my Jeg. The foldier who 
ht neareft me, feeing my: condition, took me on his fhoulders, 
aad ran with me out.of the field of battle. A holy father was 
proftrate on arock not far diftant, and imploring heaven toaid us, 
‘Take care, good father, of this warrior, my deliverer cried, he 
has fought like a fon of liberty) He faid, and flew back to the 
Combat. The victory was ours, my fon, it was ours! But many 
of us were left extended on the heaps of thie enemy.” Thus the 
weary mower repofes on the fheaves himfelf has made. I was 
carefully attended ; I was cur'd, but could not find out the man 
to whom I owe my life. I have fought hyn in vain. *,P have 
made vows and vilgrimages, that fome fait of Paradife, or fome 
angel would reveal him to‘me. But, alas! all my efforts have 
been trutiefs. I fhall never in this life fhew my. gratitude. 
The young fhepherd having heard the old warrior with tears in 
his eves, faid: No, father, in this life you never can fhow him 
vour gratitude. . The old man fuprifed, cry’d, heavens ! What 
doftthou fay? Doftthou then know,my fon, who my deliverer was? 
Younc Sseputep. © I am much deceived if it was not my 
father. Often he has told me the ftory of that battle, and often 
I have heard him fay, I wonder if the man I carried from the 
held of Lattle be fill alive. 
Vou. LL I 
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fet made fim:lar to that of Archimedes. It was compofed ¢ 
near four hundred plane glaffes, of half a foot fquare. It 






lead and tin at the diftance of one hundred on forty feet, and j 
kindled wood at a far greater diftance. The burning-alalies of 
Archimedes are certainly not to be regarded as chimeras; and 
fhew, with other machines which his imagination and his fciengg_ 

: that of all men he had moft a right to exclaim, ashe 
did to Hiero, his king and his kinfman, ‘ that if he had anothey. 


earth on which to fx his machines, he would move this: which 
we inhabit,’ 

It is moft gratifying to the curious to obferve the earlielf 
attempts of thofe ingenious artifis, who by the force of their 
own genius firft {ketched plans which appeared incredible to thei 
cotemporaries; and which at length have been perfe@ted. Ip 
Robert. Hooke’s Philofephical Collections, 1682, p. 14, will be 
found an account of the Sieur Befnier’s mode of piss’ in the 
air; this indeed has been frequently attempted, but never 
brought to any degree of perfection. The danger is fo great, 


that it will be fufficient to impede every human ease Befnier 


began firft by fpringing from a ftoot, then from the top of a table, 
next from a pretty high window, then from a window in the 
fecond ftory, and at laft from a garret, from whence he flew over 
the houfes of his neighbours. 

The fucceeding article is far more worthy of our admiration, 
It is taken from an Italian book called Prodremo, by P. Fraa- 


cefco Lana, of which fome account is given in the Philofophical | 


Tranfactions. He calls it, ‘A Demouftration, how it is prac. 
eally poflible to make a fhip, which fhall be fuftaimed by the air, 
and may be moved either by fails or oars.’ 


The author fays, ‘1, w hofe genius hath always prompted me 


to endeavour.to find out difficult inventions, do hope at length, I 
have light upon a way of making fuch an engine, es fhall not on 
ly by its being lighzer than the air raife itfelf in the air, but toge- 


ther with itfelf, buoy up, and carry into the air, men, or any 


other weight.’ [Pe confirms his fcheme by experiments, and de- 
monftrations drawn from the eleventh book of Euclid. Our im 


genious father, after having concluded his explanations, and fel- 


citated himfelf on his fuccefs, is terribly alarmed at the dreadful 
coniequences which may eniue from this difcovery. Nocity can 
be fecure againft the attacks of aerial warriors, and nations of 
barbarians may difiurt by u majoren themfelves, the civilized worlds 
dle fays that sais ship may dilcharge foldiers into a -city bp 
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fight unobferved ; deftroy by artificial fires the fails and men of 
gther fhips, while the aerial enemy fhall be out of the reach of 
aifhot. Mr. Hooke is however of opinion that our author 
need not feel fuch pious alarms, and attempts to overturn his 
{theme by fome philofophical arguments, for which I refer the 
curious to the original. What would Hooke have thought had 
he lived to fee our modern arrR-BALLOON’s? , 
There is one moral obfervation I fhall make.—When our 
inventor perfuaded himfeif he liad diftovered fo diabolical a ma- 
chine, why did he reveal it to the world? He preferred his own 
glory, to it's bappinefs, The great Roger Bacon aéted more 
nobly in his difcovery of gunpowder, for he concealed it. 
~ One Dupre, about twenty years ago, by force of chymical 
‘eombinations had found the loft invention of Greek fire; a fire 
| that kindles in the water, and acquires by it a greater, activity. 
The French government, to whom he had offered his fecret, had 
the wifdom not to employ this‘ dreadful mode of increafing the 
deftruction of men, and at the fame time gave him a penfion, . 
that he thould not difpofe of the fecret to ‘any other power. 
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2 THE WOODEN LEG,. 

: AN HELVETIC TALE. 

. From the New Idyles of Geffuers 

ne 

. Ox the mountain from whence the torrent of Rauti precipi- 
M% H tates into the valley, a young thepherd fed his goats. His pipe 


@ @ cali’d Echo gaily from the hollow rocks, and Echo bid the vailies 
feven times refound his fongs melodious. On a fudden he per- 
ceived a nan Climbing with pain the mountain’s ide. The man 
was old ; years had blanch’d his head. A {taff bent beneath his 
+ heavy tottering fteps, for he had a wooden Jeg. He approach’d 
the young man, and feated himfelf by him on the mofs of the 
rock. The young fhepherd look’d at him w:th furprife, and his 
| tyes were fix’d on the wooden leg. My fon, faid the old man, 
imilinz, do you not think, that infirm as Iam, I fhould havedone 
better to have remain’d ia the valley; kuow, however, that 1 
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ftiends to the door of the ftreet; and he invented this maching | 
to the no {mall aftonifhment of ftrangers, who were furprifed, while 
they were defcending the ftair-cafe, to fee Thonier appear at 
the door waiting for them. When they enquired how it wag 
paflible for him to have come there, he anfwered their inquiry 
with ntry or myfterioufly. Nor was the mode difcovera, — 


se + the chair always afcended with greater velocity than it 
nad defeended.’ I am forry to add, that our ingenious mechanic 


dreadfully fuffered from his machine breaking; fo that he after. 


wards preferred the ufual mode of conducting his friends; to the 
door, to that of his curious machinery. : 
Another ingenious inftrument is that, called the meridiag 


onnant (founding meridian.) It is faid to have been invented — 
Rouffeau. Mr. Twifs thus defcribes it in his ‘Trip to Pa. 


ris,’ p. 44. ‘It is an iron mortar which holds four pounds of 

| ; it is loaded every morning, and exactly at noon 

the fun difcharges the piece by means of a burning-glafs, fo 

that the focus at. that. moment fires the powder in the 
touch-hole.’ Small meridians of this fort are fold in the fhops, 
The celebrated Pafcal invented a fingular arithmetical ma. 


ebine, by which all kinds of calculations can be made, not only — 


without pain, and without counters, but even withour a know- 
ledge of arithmetic. It is unlucky that this ingenious machine 
is too voluminous to be employed in common ule; as it is com. 
pofed of a-multiplicity of wheels and.other pieces; and. it could 
not have been otherwile. 

In the preceding article we have noticed-natural: produ ‘ons 
refembling artificial ones; we now notice artificial compof.cions 
refembling natural productions. , 

M. Vaucanfon, by his fluting automaton, frft-delighted and 

fprifed the-ingeni®us in Parisandin London. It was a humam 
figure which played onthe German flute.. He invented a fimilar 
image which played on the pipe and tabor.. To thefe little mira- 
eles of art, he accomplifhed anether, morefingular. It was an: 
artificial duck ; inwards he formed all the inteftines which are 
emploved in eating, drinking, and digeftion. He fays, in his 
letter to the Abbe de Fontaines, ‘ The duck ftretches out its 
neck to take corn out of the hand; it fwallows. it, digefts it, ank 
difcharges it digeftc-1 by the ufual paflage. The duck drinky 
plays in the- water with her bill, picks her feathers, and makes « 
noife like a living duck.” Amore particular account 

of thefe fingular automata may be found in a pamphlet tranfla~ 
ted by J.T. Delagulier, 1742. In that year thefe figures 





_-. sa ee a | ee 


— a o = & oe & & 





1 BE were exttibited in: the. Hay-Market, Ab Parisiiam1 ppg. wae 

Phe ingenious:artitt, James Drotz, was a young native of Swit- 

gerland. His celebrated.figewe was a child of wwe years, feared 

YY on aftool before'a defk, and writing:onm paper. ‘The child dip- 

ay | ped his:pen, fhakec: the ink; anc wrote whatever the 

i HE diated, It placed» properly the’ initials and: capital: lettersg 

MGM left'a proper interval: between the lines, and. in. acword, ~wrete 

t+ HF with beauty and correctnefs, and kept its:cyes fixed.on the paper. 

be When the work was finifhed, he brought it to the ingeniousartift, | 
and laid-it befide him. WVaucanfon was prefent at. this-exhibi- | 

i% tion; it formed*his admiyation and defpair, He was «ftoniflied | 

ed HM at the exact and: rapid execution of this machine, which appear : 

ae B® ‘edtohave no communication with its auther. ‘The ftranger-of- 

of fered to revéal the myftery to hin, Wancanfen refufed. ~The | 

* Greeks in one of their feftivals had’ a fhip equipped: with fails, : 

fo ‘mda thoufand cars, which paffed through the fiteets. te the 

ne Elevfinian temple: certain fprings. concealed in the bottom of ; 

. the fhip: gave motion to the oars, and glided omthe veflel. The ) 

ne flatue of Nyfa, the nurfe of Bacchus, was twelve feet in height. 

ly feated ina car, it rofe of itfelf, and-after having poured libations 

e ef milk from a gelden: phial, it feated itfelf egain, In the 

. article ‘ Magical Superftitions,’ p. 353. are noticed) other cori. 

mi ‘ous. automata, which refémble animal life. The art of elock 


work was certainly known inthe age of Homer. Fle has thus. 
defcribed'fome autem ta in the 13th Book of the Ibed. Vek 
‘can is attended’ by fuch-images, as well as the-moving tripeds-> 
‘The monarch’. fteps, twofemale fonms uphold, 
That « ev’c and breath’d, in animated goid; — - 

Toe whom was voice. and fen{, aod ience given, 

Of work divine, (fuch wonders arein heaven *y ° 

| Pope, 


The famous glafs fphere of Archimedes, in which it is faid 
the motions of the heavenly bodies were reprefented. is probably 
fictitious ; it is one of thofe popular errors of which the ancients 
bad not fufficient knowledge to perceive the imprcbability. - His 
other celebrated imvention of burning-glafes. whieh deftroved. 
the thips of Marcellus. at the fiege of Syracufe, is more credit 
‘bie; akhough this has not been treated with move refpect by 
pluletophers than his glafs fphere. Buffon has proved the probae 


Ruity of fuch a wenderfyi force in burning-glafles, He hada. 
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toamufe myfelf as I pleafed, and to perform my devotioig 


To this end he thewed me ah altar to the léit hand m the Cavey 


as 2 fhrine of peculiar holinefs, and then Teftime to myfelf,  * 
' I faw throngh the apertures of a ae brafs fereen of foliage 
r 


work, feveral lamps gleaming under the altar; upon this I Knélt dowd 





tlofé before it; to get a$ good a view of it asl could through 


thefe interftices. Within was fill anothér lattice of fine braft 
Wire curioufly wrouglit, fo that the objett behind it could only 
Be diftineuifhed as through a tranfparent gatrze. 4 






F perceived‘ a beautiful lady, Gy the fofemn light of thé 


famps. | 
She lay as if in a kind of trance, the eyes half thut, the head 


fhegligently reclining on the right hand, wich was ornamented 


with feveral tings. TI could not be fatisfied in contemplating the 


figure ; it feémed peculiarly charming. © Her drefs, comnofed: - 


ét gilt metal cutioufly wrought, Wasa clofe imitation of cloth 
-6f gold. ‘The head and hands ‘are of white marble ; T cannot 
take upon me to fay, m a high ftyle, but yet fo naturally and a- 
greeably carved, that it is impoilible not to believe that they 
breathe and move: 
~ A little angel ftands near her, and feems to fan her with a 
bench of lilies. 
While I was thus employed in confiderin the figure, the ee- 


clefiaftics came itito the cave, placéd thémmfelves in their fills, 


dad fung vefpers. 
I feated myfelf ona bench facing the altar, and heard thert 


for awhile. Fthen repaired again to “the “altar, knelt down, - 


ftrove to get a filler and plainer fight of the beautiful image of 
the faint ; and refigned my foul to thé ravifhing illufion of the 
&gure and the place. 

The choral fymphonies of the ecciefiaftics now refounded 
through the cave ; the water falling from the Various pipes intd 
the refervoir clofe by the altar; the “overhanging rock of the 
forecourt ; the glimmering Tight of the body of ‘the church, ad- 
déd greatly “to thé awftinefS ofthe Tene. “The | aniverfal 
filence of the defart around, the, perfe neatsefs of this fyivaet. 
cave; the gaudy detoratiorts ele particatarly the Sici- 
lian, worfltip ; the ilufidn prodiced” by the fipnre of the fleep- 
nig Beauty, Charming even to°a fkilfifl €ye—fhiice, it was. 
with great diffientty that I could’ refolve’on quitting this in- 
chanting place ;* and it was tot till Tate in the night that T got 
back to Palermnds : 
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and thods ht to attribu | 6 the 
of the moment ard a elaifs or tivo of Good Siciliaiy wine, moré 


than to the objeéts themfelves + but, in a 


*e 


#6 the ple 





a ae m felfon this hubeeet 


fore Tfofe there t6 the fiuinottt 


vindication, T found 


in the voyage Pittorefyue'ds la Sic'le, the following paffage + 
«fa ftatue eft d= bronzs dore, avec Tes miaitis et ta ‘tete ef. 
marbre blane, mais fi parfaitement Teulptee et. dans uni pofition # 
naturelle, que Von ferait tente de la croire vivante’” “So that, 
after this teftimony, 1 need! not be afhamed’at the impreffion this 
fifelefs image made upon me. | y ADRES 
Bythe fide of the chntch and’ the Tittle cloiler adjoiting 
to it,are feveral othér caverns, nearly equal in’ magnitude to 


that IT have been deftribitig, which ferve for the | 
» asthe natural ftalls, of the numerous herds of goats with which’ 


thefé parts abonnd.. 


ion, and: 


a. 





INGENIOUS PIECES GF MECHANISM. 


oT ne learned Kircher, to fhew the mode by whiclr the aie 


Gent priefts: im 


pofed on the people in their Delphic oracle, ims 


vented a tube, which was placed in his bed chamber, and when 
any one called to him at his-garden gate, which was at a conli-- 
derable diftanee, he heard them diftin@ly, and retanned an ans 


fwer by the fame conveyance. 


to his Muféum, be fixt it i a flame, which 
rolled its eye 


appeared to have all the motions of: 


ble called it the Detphic oracle. 
vention in his day, has been of late exhibited throughout Zu. 
rope, at all prices} and among its auditors were many who 
would have been valuable votarifts to the ancient -priefis of 


Delphos. 


When he removed this tube im. 
opened #ts mouth, | 
fpeech. 
This, which was a wonderful 


lreferthe reader, for an accurate defcription of two curious 
artificial inventions by Anthemius, to Mr. Gibben’s Decline-of 
the Roman Empire, Vol. TV. p. 90. 4tor | 

Tt is faid im the Féreteriana, that one ‘ Thonier contrived 9 
chair, which was placed by the fide of the window, and whick 
was made in the form of a balcony: this curious machine furik 
& tole with ¢reat volocity, by means of a‘counterpoile, Being 
frequently indifpofed, it was inconvenient to him to conduc his 
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again to retattupon eartli, Bwillleave theair to the birds, and 


the fea to the filli ; for F ame@ land’ animal, and to the land wail, | 
Pconfine myfelfi Send nie’ whither you:pleafe ; I will go 


the furtheft Eaft, er even round the world, provided: 1 nevey 


qtit- my footing wpen the earth. I know very well, the diving. 
mifift there is ‘as much danger by land'as' by-feas It maybe fy, 
But Ibefeech you te permit me'there, to give up my lite where 


Birk teveived it. Tike that faying ‘of one’ of! the antienty 
“ Fle who is Shipwrecked a fecond time, cannot lay the: foude: 
wpow Nepiune’” 





f 


EXTRACTS FROM &. TRAVELLER ’s- JGURNAL«. 
ROSALIA’s SANCTURY. 


| | HE holy Rofalia, guardian-fiint of Paterma, 

is fo univerfally known by the defcription wmch Brydone has 

given of her feftival, that it may here be not unpleafing to read 
amewhat of the place where fhe is particularly adored. 

The monte Pellegrino, a liuge mafs of rock, broader than itis 
Riigh, flands at the. north-weft end of thegnif of Palermo. Ttis 
Beyond the power of words to deferibe the beauty of its ‘form; 
sin imperfect drauglit of it is to be found’in the Voyage Pitto. 
refque de la Scile. It confifts of a gygy chalk-ftone of the firft 
épecha; the hole rocky fubffance is quite bare ; no tree, net 
évén a fl rub, grows upon it: fcarcely are the flats of it covered 
with afort of turf and mofs. ¥ 


Tn a cave in this mountain. the benes of the faint were found © 


avout the beginning of the lait century, and bronght to Palermo. 
Their prefence delivered the city from _a peffilence ; and Kofs 


Nia, from that moment has Keen the tuteler faint of the nation; 


chapels were built, and fplendid {clemnities were inftituted to 
Ker honour. 

Pious pilgrims, induftricnfly repair to the fammit of the 
snountain; anda roed hes been cenftrudied at a vaft expence, 
which refts, like an aqueduét, cn pillars and arches, and afcends 
in a zigzag alon« a fiflure in the rock. 

The place of devotion itfeifis more’ fuitabfe to the hum'lity 
ef the faint who made it her refuge, than the pompots celcbrée 
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gion: that is inftituted to the honour of her complece cereliCtins 
of the worlds And perhaps al! chriftendom, which has now, for 
eighteen hundred years, ween accumulating its opulence, erec. 
ting its magnificence, and inftituting its folemn entertainments 
on the wretchednefs of its firft paral moft bigoted confe{- 
fors, has no facred place to fhew which is ornamented and rever- 
ed in fo harmlefs and. fentimentala manner. __ oy 
_ When you have afcended the mountain, you turn an angle 
of the rock, where it rifes againft you like a fleep wall, on which 
the church and the monaltery adjoining are both confiruéted, _ 

The outfide of the church has nothing inviting or promifing + 
the gate was opened without delay; and, on entering; I was 
iurprifed in an extraordinary manner.. I found myfelf in a fpa-. 
cious hall or parlour which runsthe whole breadth of the church, 
and opens to the nave.. Here are feen the nfual, veffels with 
holy-water and fome confeffionals.. The body of the church ia 
an open court ; inclofed.on the right fide by the rude rock, on 
the left by a continuation.of the-hall.. The.reofis covered with 
fiat ftones, with a proper flope-for the rain to‘runoff; and there 
‘, is a well of water in the middle of the church.. > | 
‘ The cave itfelf is formed into the. choir; without being.in the 
d leaft deprived of its natural rude appearance. A few fteps lead. 

upto it; in.frontftands the great defk:with the anthem. books ; 

: and on each fide-are the feats.of the chorifters. All the day- 
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; fight that enters is from the court or nave. At the farther end. 
; in the dark. recefs of the cave, ftands the high-altar. i 

[ Inthe cave nothing hias: been: altered, as before obferved ; but,- 
4 as the rock is always dripping with water, it was neceffary to 
t keep the place dry.. is: has been effected by means of leaden 
3 pipes, conductec along the ridges of the rock, and connected arti- 


feially together.. As thefe are broad at top and run to a point 
i below, and.are. neatly. painted of a green colaur, it looks as if, 
the infid2 of the-cave-was grown over with the Indianfig. The | 
water is conducted partly fideways, partly hindwards, into a clear 
, telervoir, from whence the faithful take it in. veffels, and ufe it 
againft all difeafes, A oe 
While I was viewing thefé objets with attention, an eccle- 
" fiaftic cameup, and afked me, whether I was a Geneete, and 
would have fome mafles faid? I replied, that I was come to 
Palermo in Company with a. Genoefe; who would come up the 
mountain to-mosrow which was a church holiday.. As one of us: 
muft remain atthome, I was come out to-day for the purpole of 
looking about me. He complaifantly. faid, thatI was.at liberty 
Hz | 
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‘matins, terrified by the movements of the earth, ran into tity 


~ “chamber armed with crofles and. relicks, imploring the of 


ef heaven. A Prior, whofe name was David, and who was ¢ 


fidered asa faint, was attheirhead. The fight of thefe infpired | 
us with a little courage. We proceeded to the church, which 


was already crouded ; and here we renvained during the reft of 


the night, expedting every moment the completion of the pro. 


y- 

It is impoffible to defcribe the horrors of that n ight. The 
elements were let loofe. The noife of the thunder. the winds, 
and the rain, the roarings of the enraged fea, the heavings of a 
convulfed earth, and the diftrafted cries of thofe’ who felt them. 


felves ftaggering on the briak of death, were dreadful beyond 


imagination. Never was there fuch a night! As foon as we 
apprehended that day was at hand, the altars were prepared, 
and the Priefts drefied themfelves for mais. ‘lrembling we 


liftedup our eyes to heaven, and then fell proflate upon the earth, | 


The day at length appears. But whata day ! Its horrors 
were more terrible than thofe of the night. No fooner were 
the higher parts of the city, a little more calm, than we were 
firuck with the ofit-cries which we heard towards the fea. 
Anxious to difcover what paffed there, and ftill expecting noth. 
ing but death, we became defperate, and inftantly mounting 
our horfes, rode downto the fhore. . 

Heavens ! what a fight! yeflels wrecked in the harbour, 
The ftrand covered with bodies, which had been dafhed againft 
the rocks by the fury of the waves. Here you faw the brains of 


fome, and the entrails of others ; there the palpitating ftruggles | 


of yet remaining life. You might difnguifh the groans of the 
men, and the fhrieks of the women, even through the noife of 
the thunder, the roaring of the billows and the crafh of the fal- 
ling houfes.. The fea regatded not either the reftraints of men, 


or the barriers of nature. She nolongerknew the bounds, which | 


had been fet by the Almighty. 
That immenfe mole, which ftretching itfelf out on each hand, 
forms the port, was buried under the tumult of the waves ; and 


the lower parts of the city, were fo much deluged that you! 


could not pafs along the ftreets without danger of being 


drowned. 
We found near thefhore, about a thoufand Neapolitan knights, 
who had affembled, as it were, to attend the funeral obfequies 


of their country. ‘This {pléndid troop gave me a litle covrages 
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HI die, faid I to myfelf, it will at leaft be in good company 
§carce had I made this reflection; when I hearda general clamot 
every where around me. The fea had fapped the foundations 
of the place were we ftood, and it was at this moment giving way. 
We fied therefore to a more elevated ground. Hence we be- 
held a moft tremendous fight ! The f2a between Naples and 
Caprea, was covered with moving mountains: they were neither 
green, as in- the ordinary {tate of the ocean, nor black as in 
common ftorms, but white. ‘ 

The young Queen rufhed out of the palace bare footed ; her 
hair disfhevilled. and her drefs in the greateft diforder. She 
w2s followed by a train of females, whole drefs was as loofe and 
diforderly as her own.-.-hey went-to throw themfelves at the — 
feet of the bleffed virgin, crying aloud, “Mercy! Mercy!’ - 

Towards the clofe of the day, the ftorm abated, the fea was 
calm, and the heavens ferene. Thofe who were upon the land 
fuffered only the pains of fear; but it was otherwife with thofe 
who were upon the water. Some Marfeilles gallies, lat from 
Cyprus, and now ready to weigh anchor, were funk before our 
eyes, nor could we give them the leaft affiftance. Larger veffels 
irom other nations met with the fame fate in the midft of the 
harbour. Not afoul was faved! — | 

There was a very large veffel which had on board, four hundred 
criminals, under fentence of death. The mode oftheir punith- 
ment had been changed, and they were referved as a forlorn hope, 
to be, expofed in the firlt expidition againft Sicily. This fhip, 
which was ftout and well built, fuftainedthe fhocks of the waves 
till fun-fet : but now fhe began to loofen, and to fill with water. 
The criminals, who wer® a hardy fet of men, and !efs difmayed 
with death as they had lately feen him fo near at hand, ftrug- 
gled with the ftorm, and by a bold andsvigorous defence, kept 
death at bay till the approach of night. But their efforts were 
in vain. The fhip began to fink : determined, however, to put 
off as far as poffible, the moment of diffolution, ‘they ran aloft, 
and hung upon the majfts and rigging At this moment, the 
, tempeft was appeafed ; and thefe poor convicts were the only 
perfons whofe lives were faved in the port of Naples, Lucan 
fays, Fortune preferves the guilty. And do we not find by dai- 
ly experience that lives of little moment eafily efcape the perils 
to which. they are expofed. 

I truft that this form will be a fufficient fecuriety again all 
folicitations to make me rifk my life upon the ocean. This is 
the only thing in which I fhall dare to be a rebel : but in this, ~ 
I would not obey the Pope, nor even my father hinflf was Re 
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or already expanded, are inthe fame ftate. 

The cavity is not vifible till the third or fourth day after the ff, 
ling of the flowers; it is then found to be full of a tranfparent jj. 
quor. The feeds and the cavity increafe together, and fifteen og 


body, which, when magnified, feems to be fplit into two, th 


. opens feeds nearer maturity, he will find them to divide very @, 
fily into two portions. ‘Thefe portions are manifeftly the two 
lobes, within which is contained the tender nafgent plantule, Jf 


‘cous filament is found attached to the plantule, which, after paf 
fing between the lobes, is implanted in the fubftance of the little 
feeds. The lobes and the plantule are merely develeped in pro. 
cefs of time. They are covered, as in the abovementioned 
broom, with the integuments of the feed. 

Vil. 1 fhall relate at once my obfervations «upon peafe and 
kidney-beans, the appearances they effered being perfe@lly alike 
“The feeds are found in the ovarium full formed, when the flow. 
"ers are a little advanced, and when the buds are yet fcarce vif. 
ble. The feeds now feem to confift of an homogeneous fubftance, 
‘and are without any internal cavity. The fame may be faid 


powder of the enthera is ripe. “The cavity begins to be vilible 
“tome days after the withering of the flowers, and im ten or twelve 
days more it is enlarged, and a white mucilaginous point com 
nected by a flender filament with the feeds, may be perceived 
in it. This powt is the rudiment of the lobes, between which 
the plantule may be diffinguiihed by the aid of the microfcope. 
What follows may eafily be imagined: the lobes and plantule 


¢ feeds which contain the lobes. | 
' If we compare thefe obfervations upon kidgey beans and 


they all contribute to prove that the feeds, or their integuments 
exift before fecundation, but that the plantule and the Iobes car 
not be feen till afterwards. 

It would therefore appear, that thefe refultsdo not agree with 
my obfervations on amphibious animals: for in them I found ti 
‘feetufes before impregnation.. But we are immediately to,coe 
clude, that in the procefs of generation nature follows two dif 
ferent methods jn plants and in animals? The principles of { ound 
reafoning do not perinit me to make fo hafty a declaration ; they 
require, that I fhould continue my refearches on platits, 


~“* feeds furthet advanced, and belonging to bioffoms about te oper, 


twenty days after the fall of the petals, the cavity contains q 


“the obferver ‘cannot be certain of this till afterwards; when if he 


the lobes and the plantule be treated with extreme care, a me & 


‘of them when they are become many tumes larger, and when th § 


jucreafe in fize, and their increafe implies the growth of the, 


with the foregoing upon brooms .and beans, we fhall find that 
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Mecount of an Earthquake at Naples; in a letter Jrom Pe- 
trarch to Cardinal Colonna. 


A “MONK. who was the Bithop of a neighbouring g Ifland, 
and‘held in great:efleem for his fanétity, and {killin Aftrology, 


‘padforetold, that Naples was. to be deftroyed by an earthquake on 
the 2sthof November. This prophecy fread fuck tetror through 

the city, that the inhabitants abandoned their affairs to prepare 
themlelves for dath. Some hardy fpirits indeed ridiculed thofe, 
who betrayed marks of fear at the approach of a thunder ftorm ; 


and as foon as the ftorm was over jeltingly cried out * See the 


prophecy bas failed.” 

As tomyfelf, I was in-a ftate between fear and hope ;° but 
T muft confefS, that fear fometimes got the afcendant. Accuf. 
tomed to.a colder climate, and in which a thunder ftorm in wine’ 

r was a rare phenomenon, I confidered what I now faw asa 
ray reatning from heaven, sz : 

On the eveofth ’nightinwhich the prophecy, was to be falflled, a 
number of females more attentive.to the impend'nz evil. chan 
to.the decorum of their fex, ran half naked throu -h ‘the ftréets, 
preffing their children to their booms. ‘They. haftened to prof- 
trate themfelves in the re which.they deluged with their 
tears, crying. out with all their might, “ /iave mercy,O Lord, 


Have mer cy upon.us he 


Moved, <liftrelied with the general.confternation, ! retired 
ey y.tathe.convent of St. Lawrence. the Monks went to 
atthe ufu:l hour. It was the feventh day of the inoon : 
gud‘as Iswas anxious:to obferve im what manner fhe would fet, 
L fteod looksng at my.windew, till fhe was hid from my fight by 
2 neichbouring.mountain. ‘This wasa a ittle before midni ght. 
The moon was gloomy and overcalt ; neverthele{s I found my- 
felfto' er cbly-compofed, a 2nd. went to bed. ty a fcarce had T clot. 
éimy eyes, when Iwas awakened by the loud rattling of my 


L 


@ ehamber windows. «1 felt the walls of the convent violently 


fheken from-their, fenadations. The lamp, which I always kept 
Tighted through the night, was extinguifhed. ‘The fear of Jeatla 
aid faft bold upomme.: | 
‘The whole etty wasin.commotion, and you heard de 
but lamentations, and,confufed ,exhortations to make rea dy fo 
the dreadful event. "‘[hé Monks, who* had rifen to fing their 
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roms be fhaken from the antherz by the flighteft agitation, and 
iftuted itfelf in a cloud through the air. In the feeds I could 
Mot at this period difcover either lobes-or plantule, but they 
were of a greenifh colour and uniform fubftance, which wag 


fpongy and full of moifture. Yet I could diitinguith the lobes 


and plantule in the-ripe feeds contained in thofe pods, which had 
acquired a black colour, and were grown dry. It was therefore 
neceflary to infer, that the two lobes and the plantule are ej. 
ther generated, or rendered vifible during the ripening of the 
feeds. Hence, in order to difcover the generation or the ap, 
pearance of thefe parts, I was obliged to continue my obferva. 
tions till I had gained fome fatisfaction.upon this curious and 
imterefting point. 

I began with the ovaria or pods, from which the flowers had 
fallen fome time. In ten days afterwards there was no differ. 
ence. On the eleventh fome new appearances began to take 
place inthe feeds. ‘They were no longer round, but refembled 
an heart, of which the balis were attached to the pod by an ap, 
pendix, and towards the. apex, when gently compreffed, there 
appeared ‘a whitifh point.in motion. When the. heart was cut 
open longitudinally andthe infide .infpected,.this white point 
proved to be a fmall cavity, inclofing a drop of liquor, which 
had béen made to move by the. preffure.of the fingers. 

Twenty-one days after the pods were {tripped of their flowers, 
the cavity, which at firft appeared at the apex, was enlarged, 
and extended much-farther towards.the bafe; it was full ofa 


tranfparent liquor, with which the fpongy fubftance of the feeds _ 


was allo moift. On the twenty-fifth day the cavity was more 
enlarged, and ftill full of liquor; it moreover contained a very 
{mall femi-tranfparent body, of a yellowifh colour, gelatinous, 
and fixed by its two oppolite ends to the fides of the cavity. 

In a month the feed was much enlarged, and its fhape is 
changed froma heart to a kidney ; the little body contained in 
the cavity is increafed in bulk, is become lefs tranfparent and 
gelatinous, but there appears no fign of organization. 

On the fortieth day the cavity, now grown larger, is qu 


filled with the.body, which deferves to’be more particularly €x- 


anined. {t is furreunded by a thin membrane, fomewhat vifcid 
and tender; after this membrane is removed, the body appears 
bire, and without any other teguments; it is of a bright green 
colour, and may ealily be divided by the point of a needle into 
two portiens, in which are manifefily recognized the two lobes; 
withm thefe we may eafily perceive the ‘plantule exceedingly 


Small. andattached to the lower part. The lobcs, togerthts 
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swith the membrane, are afterwards defended by a hufk or fkin, 
-which forms the outfide of the feed. | 
- The reader will eafily guefs what afterwards happened to the 
pods as they grew riper. The dobes and the plantule were only 
more and more developed, and by degrees acquired greater firm- 
nefs. And in this manner did the feeds of the broom arrive at 
snaturity. i 
V. The foregoing obfervatiors fhew, 1. That the feeds of 
| ‘this fpecies exift in the ovarium many days before fecundationn © , 
2. That they remain for fome time folid, and then a cavity, : 
| containing a liquid, is formed mthem. 3. That after fecunda- 
tion a body begins to appear within the cavity, fixed by two 
points to the fides; and when in procefs of time it has attained a 
| jarger fize, it proves to be the two lubes inclofing the plantule. 
4. That the ripe feed confifts of two lobes adhering to the plane 
tule, and furrounded by athin membrane, which is itfelf covered | 
with a hufk or cuticle. e 
Thefe deductions iliuftrate the generation of the plant in quef- . 
tion. We learn, that the embryos do not appear till after the 
falling of the flowers, arid confequently. not.till after feeunda- 
tion, though the feeds, or to {peak more properly, the integy- 
ments of the feeds may be feen long before. 5 
VI. Having analyfed the fructification of this fpecies of broom, 
I proceeded to that of the common bean, vicia faba. 1 began with 
thofe which had the fmaileft blofloms. ‘Yhey appear externally 
of a green colour, and likewife internally, if the tender petals 
“be unravelled; here and there, indeed, the green approaches to 
white. The ftamina are vilible; the anthera, inftead of pollen, 
exhibit a vilcid gelatinous fubftance. The piftil is of 2 white 
and green colour ; towards the apex itis villous, and within the 
‘bafe or ovarium, if it be infpected againft the light, may be per- 
‘ceived the feeds. It may be remarked, that the ovarium of the 
. bean more eafily f{plits in two than that of the breom, and that » 
the feeds of the former plan: are in like circumftances larger than 
thofe of the latter. The feeds of the beanare roundifh, but on 
sone fide there is an hooked and fharp beak. They are femi- 
tranfparent, gelatinous, and-when opened, are found to be folid 
and without a cavity. . } 
if bloffoms not quite fo fmall be examined, the powder of the 
flamina is pereeptible ; it is found to be imbedded in a glutinous » 
fubfance. ‘The ovarium having now attained a larger fize, con- 
tas feeds proportionally increafed in fize; they are neither fo 
elatinous nor fo tranfparent, but they contain no cavity. Other 
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either in verlification, or invention, are extremely flender ; yet, 
it had thecknack of ftriking the right ftring, “ that chord, which 


when properly touched, the human-heart.s fo formed,, as to vie. 
brate in unifon with it!” The fame pen has produced feveral | 


_ fonnets breathing the genuine language of. poetry, and good 
tafte, tender, pathetic, and delicately fentimental, infpiring the 
 faptyres of love, and the foft emotions of defire. , 











ON THE GENERATION OF PLANTS.. 


BY THE ABBE SPALLANZANI,. 


I, V V HOEVER is acquainted with natural hiftory cannot 


be ignorant, that the three principal fyftems refpeCting the genera- 
tion of animals, the fyftem of the ovarifis, that of the vermi- 


eulifis, and that founded upon the #wo liquors, have been: 
transferred, with the neceffary modifications, toplants. Some: 
think, that the embryos pre-exift in the ovarium, others that 
they are tranfported thither in the impregnating powder, and. 
ethers believe, that they are generated in the ovarium, by the. 


combination of two fecundating principles, the one furnifhed by 
the piltil, the other by thefiaminae ~ 


My chief purpofe being to inveftigate the generation of certain - 
plants, I conceive there can be no better way to arrive at truth,.. 
than to fix my attention chiefly upon the ovarim. ‘That [. 


might have the greater chance of furprifing nature in her opera- 
tions, I determined to examine this organ at three different pe- 


riods; before fecundation, at the.time it takes place, and after 


it has been effected; or, what-amounts to the fame thing, after 
the afperfion of the pollen.. I was therefore obliged to examine 


the flowers while they were yet clofed, when they were in full: 


blofiom, for that is the feafon of impregnation, and after the pe- 
tals had dr I begin with the fpecies Cenominated~ by 
Linnzus and others. /partium junceum, rufby-twigged broom. 

II. From the nature-of this plant, as well as of others without 
number, the flowers of the fame branch are not all equally for- 
ward, fome being in the ftate of a {mall bud—thele are fituated 
highelt on the branch; others already blown, or about to blow 
-—thefe occupy an intermediate fituation ; and others again fal- 
Jen or falling—thefe grow on thé loweft part. The fame branch 
therefore furnifhed matter for various obfervations. The {mal- 
left buds were firft to beexamined. They are perfeétly compact, 


flowe 


and form. a folid body, fcarce.a line inlength. Ifthey be dexe- 
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deroafly opened with fine inftruments, the-petals may be difems 
jo and brought into view. ‘They are of a light greeny 
without any tinge of yellow, which is the colour of the ripe * 
flowers. When the petals are removed, the ftamina and piftilh Gay 
the organs of generation, come into-view. The powder of the - - 
anthere may be-perceived; it is far from being ripe, asi¢ Cyr © 
f dent, not only from the extreme minutenefs of the granule et 
fe ‘which it is éompofed, but from its want of volatility, a property ._ 
i eminently poffefles when mature. It is now fixed to the ame 
there by means of a vifcid matter. The piftil, extremely ten 
‘H der, arifes from the middle of the flowers. If its bafe be freed 
from the furrounding teguments, and attentively examined with 
aglafs, the pod may be feen formed about one tenth of aline m 
fength. if the pod be examined externally, feveral tumours. 
may be feen along the fides, which, when obferved againft the 
light, are found to be prodiiced’by granules lodged within the 
pod, or as I fhall call it, the ovaritum. Upon opening the ova- 
rium longitudinally, thefe granules are found to be feeds, of 
very fimall fize and round fhape ; they are diftributed in their nas 
tural order, in fo many depreflions or fockets, and attached by 
filaments (appiccature) to the infide of the avarium, juft as 
the ripe feeds are in the ripe and dry. pods of the plant. Thefe 
feeds are not found, upon diflection, to confift of an external co» 
ver, and a nucleus compofed of two lobes, with a germ or plan- 
tule, as in their mature ftate; but they exhibit an apparently 
homogeneous fubftance, fpongy, and like a tender jelly. From 
the reafonable fuppofition which I formed, that thefe are the 
feeds, it follows, that they exift in the ovaria at leaft- twenty 
days before the flower is in full bloom, or inother words, before 
fecundation. Flowers-at leaft of equal fize of another branch, 
growing from the greea ftem of the fame plant, were not full- 
blown before the twenty-fifth day. | 
Ill. ‘Fie diffeGion of feveral buds, larger by about one half . 
then the preceding, prefented the following pheenomena. The 
petals, which were beginning to aflume a yellowifh hue, were 
MM now fo clofe and compact; and the fecundating powder ftill 
adhered to the fummits. © The ftamina were become longer and 
thicker, as allo was the piftil The ovarium was not fo fimall, 
and the feeds had grown in proportion; their fibftance was not 
fo gelatinous, though it continued {till homogeneous and fpongy. 
In flowers a little further advanced, the only difference con» 
fifted in an increafed fize of the petals, ftamina, piftil, and feeds. 
Nor was there any eflential change when the petals were.ex- 


amined, aad the powder of the {tumina, being now mature, 
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ANECDOTES OF DOCTOR WOOLCOT, 


Dr Wootcor or Watcor, a country furgeon, a Jarnaiea| 
elergyman, and laftly a fatyrical poet, poffeffing a rich vein of 
humour, and a lively imagination. Wit, that dangerous wea 
pon,* which few of us pofiefs without exercifing it at the ex. 

ce of cur neighbours, rendered his country fituation uncom 
fortable, and: y was induced, by repeated altercations, at laff 
to relinquifh phyfic, which he had practifed for fome years, in 
a Cornifh borough. 

A blind ftory has been circulated, of his having expe sseneill 7 
the fate of Dryden, who was “ prais'd and cudgel’d for or anothell 
rhymes.”—Nor is it improbable, that a man of genius, furround 
_ ed by ruftic dulnefs, or envious malignity, fhould repay in 
with farcaiin, and occafionally feel the refentment of thofe wh 
rad {trong arms, but weak heads.. ] 

He went wf rch inthe train of governor Trelawney, and 
officiated, for fome time, as a clergyman in that ifland: 
that correcinefs of manners, that uniformity of drefs and beha 
viour, which we naturally look for in a paftor, were incompati 
We with the eccentric impalfes of our poet, who foon got ridd 
what one of his predeceffors has called, the mechanical part @ 
the priefibood, ae ftimulated by the confcioufnefs of fuperior 
me ‘haftened to the metropolis. 

Having affumed the name of Perer Pinpar, he has long 
amufed the world, while kings, filly lords, feeble eonnoiffew 
dawbing painters, and dull hiftorians; have finarted under his lafl 
His attacks on a certain exalted character, were in fome infta * 
ees perfectly fair, butin- others, the fatirift has forgot thata} 
had a right to be treated like a gentleman. The wicked, | 
way couplet on the regal malady, was inhuman and unjufi 

e. 

Yet our pleafant and enlightened fatyrift, has been efficaciet 
as well as entertaining; fome he has punifhed, and what is! 
anuch more importance, fome he hasreformed. Several perlot 
well known at court, and in the belles lettres, were fair gam 
and he has completely hunted them down—the empty peer, pet 
arrogant and infipsd, with no claim to notice, buta royal 
has fhrunk to his original infignificance. AfleCted conno ifteus 
ignorant patrons, and pretended literati, have diminifhed th 
tumil importance, and ummerited pretenfions. From eat 
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‘egw meat, and baking themfelves in ovens, our mien of fcience 
have engaged i in moré rational purfuits, and have turned their «. 


attentién to objects, at once ufeful and ornamental, Some of 
the lateproductions of this author, have been faid to nerate 
into dulnefs and common place. Cam we be furprifed if this is 
the cafe? Where is the mind ftored with inexhauftible mate- 
rials? Will the field that never lies fallow, annually produce 
a plentiful crop? 
As he is faid not to be impelled by the {pur of preffing necef- 
fity, fome friend fhould advife him to abftain for a time: from the 
refs, fo will he return with renewed vigour, and enter again 
the lifts with ftrength unimpaired, To be everlaftingly drawing 
from the fources of intelle&t and invention, without giving’time 
for ideas to germinate and fhoot forth, muft ultimately produce 
barrennefs of foil, or a product crude, half Sone’ ‘al wil. 
timel 
The forte of Peter Prvpar, lies in telling droll ftorias, onl 
reciting ridiculous anecdotes, but he degenerates occafiénally 
into party virulence, and is fometimes culpably indel: icate 5 be- 


fides— 
“ The ftale ftory, and antiquated jeft, 


‘« When oft repeated, lofe at [aft their zeft.”? 


His failure as a profe writer, is fingular; bad language, broken 


periods, and diffonant phrafe, mark it fo ftrongly, that being » 


once fhewn a fhort profaic compofition of the bard’s*in manu- 
fcript, I could fcarcely believe it his, had I not ai. es his 


‘hand writing. 


In addreffing panegyric freind towards Carleton Houfe, Pe- 
TER Prnpar appears to be totally out of his element, ‘nor has 
be in any inftance handled his pen with worle grace. ~ 


“ Il n'eft pas de cette etoffe qu'il oft faite? ‘ 


Fle is not formed by nature, nor as I am told by | inclination, 
for a beftower of the‘meed of praife: and, howéveér, in this in- 
{tance the fubjeét may merit commendation, our poet is neither 
fele&t, happy, or appropriate. 


He has beén juftly ftyled the Hogarth of Parnaffus, whatever - 


ftruck him in the fcenes of life, either fhabby, affeGted, bafe, 
mean or enormous, he has placed in a point of view, at once, 
odious, ridiculous, and irrefiftably laughable.’ I once read his 
lines on the midnight freaks of cats, which he defcribes as he 
faw thém from a window by moon-light, ftanding in. his fhirt, 
and it produced in the company greater burfts of merriment, than 


eos 
ee 


1 ever ‘aw produced by any literary ¢ompofition. Its meray. 
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In thefemiountains are to. be found eight or ten kinds o ~ ey 
. chry f{talizations of Carbonate and Sulphate of lime, two king ok, 
® or rather two varieties of Cbryfolite; twe kinds of What 
BBSSchorl lightly tinged with cinnamon colour, many mim es of 

"Irom hore Or lef§oxided ; many ferruginous -claysy much 
mixed; Pozzolana, Volcanic afhes, Bafaltie coly 
: 394s 5 ‘and 6 fides, lava of all fhapes,.&c. &c. . 
® The many volcanic products, their craters, the old trees, relay 

_furround or cover them, prove that the ieee have been ex- * 
: _ xd many ages, and. that the whole ifland ‘has been » 
barnt. ‘The figns of this vaft conflagration have’all the appeay 

maces of great age, and yet the Chrylolites are quickly sine» * dele 
by the alternate a@tion of rain 4nd fun; ; the iron contained in Be 
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lem is oxided, and then they efflorefce and fall on the balattew:. ‘ ge 
phere they are found. . Pe 
. Onie of tliefe mountains is very improperly called the nile : A 


which it no way refembles. There are two chains of mountains 
7 n the Welt of the Ifland, the fummits of which are nearly’ of 
> fame height... The higheft of all is called the. Peak of 
Black River Hill, and isabout 424 fathoms high. - It is fituated - 
jathe W.S.W. The others in general are from 3, to 400 fathoms 
bove the durface of the feg. From the pofition of thefe MOUn-, 
fins are formed the ports of Eaft and Welt.: There is befideg” ~ jue 
bother chain of couaeull running fromthe E.S.E. tothe Welt, = 
™® There are valt plains - interfperfed, amongft thefe mountainss, : >. 
Pele plains are elevated to the height of 300-fathoms in the — 
middle of the Ifland,! and are covered with different kinds of. a! 
fees; many of thoes are uninhabited on account-of thé aie” 
Bhich falls almoft daily on them.: A cold, and unwhiolefomé- 
ur is the caule of many difeafes, from which, the inhabigants a 
avour to preflerve einfach by making ufe of. spiriacts a | 
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“Upon oneof thehig heft of thefeplains is tobe found alarge bafom, oS 
bray: filled with water. © This has been confidered as a very, . 
s phenomenon, and upon its formation a thoufand abfuy. . =. 
uties have been faid.., For my part having attentively examined © | 
4 find nothing morg fimple or more natural. The bafaltes . 
d the lava of all kinds.of which it is formed, evidently demon- 
mate that it was formerly the mouth of a vole » Jong finces 
extinguifhed, The S. W. the W.S. W. and the N. W. ‘nents 
phich are fituated about a league and a half from the bafon, and - 
ied from’ 60 to 80 feet Pri it furnith it with waters The 
ater iseven feen to pafs up into the bafon, fo that there can he - ". 
Mont from: whence jt —_: in the mind of the ‘mineralagift.. ~ 
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© In thefemountains are to. be found eight or ten kinds of ~ 

 chryftalizations of Carbonate and Sulphate of lime, two kinds,” ms 
: or ‘aah two varieties of Chryfolite ; twe kinds of Black 
MBeSchorl lightly tinged with cinnamon colour, many min - 
Pron more or lef oxided ; many ferruginows claysy Much 
mixed ; Pozzolana, Volcanic afbes, Bafaltie co aan 
b3; 4, 5 and 6 fides, lava of all fhapes,.&c. &c. . 

The many volcanic products, their craters, the old trees, wie 
 furround or cover them, prove that the Beance have been ex- * 
sing uiths :d' many ages, and. that the whole ifland Bas been 
burnt. ‘The figns of this vaft conflagration have'all the appeam 
inces of great age, and yet the Chr folites are quickly deftroy 
) y the alternate a@tion’of rain and fun; the iron contained in 
lem is oxided, and then they efflorefce and fall on the bafaltes. 
Where they are found, . ; 

Ouie of tliefe mountains is very engrestrly called the ee 
which it no way refembles. There are two chains of mountains 
_ Weft of the Ifland, the fummits of which are nearly’ of 
e fame height... The higheft of all is called the "Peak of * 
Block Réver Hill, and is: about 424 fathoms high, . It is fituated - 
athe W. S. W. The others in general are from 3, to 400 fathoms 
bove the furface of the fea» From the pofition of thefe’ mouh-s% 
fins are formed the ports of Eaft-and Welt.: There is befides 
bother chain of ceiscnahil running fromthe E.'S. E. to the Welt. 
F There are valt plains: interfperfed, amongft thefe mountains, ike 
dhefe plains are elevated to the height of 300~fathoms im the — * | 
middie of the Ifland,! and are covered .with different kinds of ~~ 
fees; many of them are uninhabited on account-of thewaie | 
hich falls almoft daily on them. A cold, and unwhiolefome: 
is the caule of many difeafes, from which the inbabigants _ 
avour ta prelerve sSimlehves by making ufe of pete | 
uors. 
Upon oneof the highefi of thefeplains is tobe found slarg e bafatt, 
ways filled with water. | This has been confidered as a very, 
ous phenomenon, and upon its formation a thoufand abfumy- 
have been faid... For my part having attentively examined _ 
b] find nothinz moré fimple or more natural. The bafalts “4 oe ae 
#4 the lava of all kinds-of which it is formed, evidently demon- > | 
mate that it was fofmelly the mouth of a volcaifo, lone fince:. , See 
: 2 tinguifhed, The S. W. the W.S. W. and the N. W. fn oa ae 
Much are-fituated about a league and a half from the bafon, and . | 
lec from 60 to 80 feet above it furnifh it with water. The © et 
er iseven feen to pafs upinto the bafon, fo that there can be =" 
boudt from whence #t ae in the mind of the mineralogilt.. 
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alii of the ifland, being either failors or captains of {hips regarded 
“Sat fumply as a place for ffels to {top at, and have byno means _ 
ricouraged agrieulture. a To t dicordouege, who may withg 
juftice-be fiyled the found@P®£ the colony, the ifland is indebted "¥ 
* for all the works of beautyggPatdeur or utility that are tobe found — 
* in it. Had his fucceffors followed his example, this colony would : 
at prefent have been much mere rich and fiourifhing. ) 
~. am however far from believing that all parts of the ifland | 
can or ought to be eultivated;.it would be as pernicious as it 
would be imprudent to defpeil the mountains of their lofty forefts, 
and entirely to clear the heights in theAterior of the ifland, 
_ There are low and marthy places where the foil only produces 
~¢fmall degenerate trees. Befides, it is neceflary thefe woods on, 
* the hicights fhould be prelerved, for by them alone is the reft of. 
- thie ifland fertilized. Thefe forefts by attra€ting the clouds 
; = ed the rivers and the creeks. “Lhe inhabitants of Pamplemoutle, | 
the beft cultivated diftri€t in the ifland, but that in which there % 
are fewelt woods, already ftrongly feel their want. The runs in 
» that quarter are fingularly diminihe4, and during the hot months 
are not even fufficient to turn the fackar IS. 
_~ ‘The greateft difficulty which agriculture has te encounter is 
© the total want of public roads which would form communications 
Between the different diitrias, Even the roads from cne plan 
'~ tatien to another, are for the moft part impaffable for carriages, 
» for which reafon the produce is obliged to be carried on the 
~~ Beads of flavés to Port N ew Tait 
l have penetrated into the interior part.of the ifland; I have 
climbed the higheit mountains, in order to examine the arrange- 
ment. of the Bafaltes, and to afcertain the different kinds of 
© yolcanifed flones, their nature, their compofition, their diipolition, , 
» and the diforder and confufion in which they have fallea. In 
=  Gnalyfing I made ufe of the blow-pipe, but an extraordinary 
'» ‘accident deprived me of my Platina {poon—TI was analyzing @ 
*. imall piece "Kalin of Laplatta, which { had placed upon its! 
. «hardly had the metal began to oxide, when all at once it deto- , 
nated violently, by which two perions were, overthrown at ny 
7 Side; 1 myfelf was wounded in my right hand, and in my 
ee Fight eye- bd, by the flroke of the handle of my fpoon, which 
“2 Was thrown many feces—On examining the fpoon, | perceived 
_. /a°violet coloured line extended from the centre to the handle. 
“¥ “The kalin entirely difappeared; the ebony handle was much 
~~ thattered. It would be well to feek the caufe for this accident; M*- 
for this reafon Difiive thought proper to‘mention it to you, 
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= TO OUR 
READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

















MUCH irregularity bas -beretofore prevailed in phe 
_, @elivery of thenumbers of this. Magazine; this error wen 
© fhall endeavour. to re&ify in future. i 

4 & 
The,communications of the corre{pondent who favoured 
us witB a tranflation of Ovid's Cave of Sleep will alway; 
be acceptable. . 





"= 6 The perfor who announces biamfelf as “ a BACHELOR” cer- 

tainly deferves our pity 3 bis “Ten Plagues of Courtfhip” are 
truly horrible; and bis “ ten expeditions” were certainly 
unfortunate, but were .be to try the eleventh “ excurficn,” 


perbaps he might prove more fucce/sful, 


The ingenious mathematical Theorems cf I. C. foall appear 
a@s foon as we can bave the explanatory plate engraved. 


A number of communications are under confideraticns 
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TRANSLATED FOR THE AMERICAN“ UNIVERSAL M AGAZINES. | 
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE 
ISLE’OF FRANCE x 


fe —_— —— 


Extra& of a letter from Fean- Mace, naturalift, at prefent 
: in the Ifle of France, te A. L. Millen. 


HEN leaving you, my friend, I promifed to impart to. 
you my obfervationson the country I was goinz to inhabit. I 

will give you a fketch of what appears to me moft proper to 
latisfy your curiofity, and as one of our principle ftudies is that ’ 
of nature, I will particularly enlarge on. what relates toit. 

The Ifle of France, according to the Abbe de la Caille, 
contains 432,680 Arpons. It is watered by feventy large 
rivers, which, however, I neither compare to the Seime 
or the Loire, 23 fmaller ones and 24 rivulets, without counting 
8° or 100 fprings from which water flows in greater or lei 
quantities the year round. All the land is far from being cul- 
tivated as well as.it might be. The greater part of the gover- 
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